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{  Defign  in  tills  Treatife,  is  to 
prevent  the  intermixing  of  Spe¬ 
culative  and  chimerical  Whim- 
lies  with  certain  and  evident 
Truths  5  by  which  I  underftand 
fuch  things  as  have  the  foil  Approbatx  >n 
of  our  Faculties,  and  confirm’d  by  Ex¬ 
periments  and  Obfervations, 

I  hope  I  may  be  allow’d  among  fo  ma¬ 
ny  far  more  confummate  Philofophers, 
Phyficians  and  Criticks,  to  offer  my  Mite, 
fince  a  Stander-by  may  fometimes  per¬ 
haps  fee  more  of  the  Game  than  he  that 
plays  it.  Efpecially  if  I  may  be  allow  d 
to  have  a  fufhcient  Knowledge  of  thole 
Abfolutes,  Anatomy,  Materia  Medica> 
and  Natural  Philofophy,  which  are  ne- 
ceffary  to  difcover  the  hidden  Sources  of 
Diftempers,  and  the  Nature  of  Remedies 

proper  to  remove  thofe  Disorders.  9 

^  ^  '  Tno 


r 


The  P  RE  FACE. 

Tho’  the  taking  of  Quick-filver  in  all 
Cafes  and  Circumftances  alike,  is  become 
a  Fafhion,  and  has  fo  far  prevailed  amon? 
the  Populace  as  to  carry  with  it  almoft 
an  univerfal  Approbation  and  Confent : 
And,  tho’  Mercurim  Alcallfatus  is  fo  mo- 
difh  a  Medicine,  and  fo  much  extoll’d  by 
fome  of  the  Faculty  ;  as  is  alfo  Aqua  Ar- 
gentea  or  Silver  Water;  Yet  till  we  have 
fuller  Evidence  of  the  Succefs  of  them, 
both  with  regard  to  the  fafety  and  the 
certainty  of  their  entering  the  Ladteals  to 
mix  with  the  Blood,  or  what  Feats  extra¬ 
ordinary  they  produce  in  the  DuBus  Ali¬ 
ment  alis  or  ii;  ft  Paffages;  we  ought  to 
fufpend  our  Judgment  and  not  be  over 
haity  in  encouraging  a  Practice  which 
does  not  feem  as  yet  fufficiently  fupport- 
ed  either  by  Reafon  or  Fadt. 

For  we  arc  told  that  he  that  wantonly 
tranlgrefleth  in  taking  what  may  prejudice 
Health,  is  guilty  of  a  Degree  of  Self-Mur¬ 
der,  and  a  perfeverence  therein  after  felf- 
evident  Danger  is  diredt  Suicide.  And  it 
is  well  known  that  the  be  ft  Remedies  have 
their  Nocumenta  [nil  prodejU  quod  non  la>- 
dere  po£it  idem)  when  ill-adminifter’d, 
over-doled  or  abus’d  thro’  Folly  and  Igno¬ 
rance;  home  Poifons  being  fo  only  bv 
their  Quantity. 
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The  P  RE  FACE. 

I  (hall  not  only  (hew  the  Unreafonable*4 
nefs  of  Prefcribing  crude  Mercury  per  fe* 
as  a  Potion;  (in  order  to  be  convey'd  into 
the  Blood  with  any  certainty)  but  (hall 
likewife  iuftiy  condemn  the  famous  Speci- 
fick  Mercurius  Ale  ali fat  its,  and  the  Stiver 
Water:  And  demon  (Irate  which  of  the 
mercurial  Clafs  taken  into  the  Body  operate 
in  the  Primce  Vice ,  and  which  be  that  pafs 
the  Ladteals,  and  operate  in  the  mod  mi¬ 
nute  Recedes  of  the  Body. 

Mercury  fometimes  gets  into  the  Blood 
when  taken  per  fe,  but  the  Quantity  is  un¬ 
certain,  for  it  is  per  accidens  that  fome  Par¬ 
ticles  are  render'd  fo  minute  by  the  Struc¬ 
ture  and  Mechanifm  of  the  Ventricle  and 
Inteftines,  as  to  become  fpecifically  ligh¬ 
ter  than  the  inteftinal  Fluids,  and  fuipend- 
ed  therein,  and  thereby  convey'd  into  the 
Blood.  And  this  is  confirm'd  by  Numbers 
daily  Experimenting  (or  impure  ludere  de 
corio  humano)  and  from  the  Account  we 
have  of  its  Effedts  from  its  chiefs  Vota¬ 
ries  and  Advocates. 

Here  I  may  with  Archimedes  the  Geome¬ 
trician  (when  he  hadfolv’d  the  King's  Pro¬ 
blem  •>)  cry  out  For  I  have  found 

out  a  certain  Method  of  introducing 
Quick-filver  internally  into  the  Blood  (and 

A  4  mechanic 
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The  PREFACE. 

mechanically  explain'd  the  Manner  of  it) 
not  fo  much  by  the  Affiftance  of  Algebra , 
(reducing  phyfical  Quantities  and  Numbers 
in  the  Body  of  Man,  to  a  Mathematical 
Standard  But  by  the  help  of  the  Specu¬ 
lative  and  Practical  part  of  Chymical  and 
Galenical  Pharmacy,  which  are  undoubt¬ 
edly  feme  of  the  moft  indifpenfible  Quali¬ 
fications  of  a  true  Phyfician, 

Chymiftry  is  become  exceeding  ufeful 
in  all  the  Parts  of  natural  Philofophy;  to 
wit,  Speculative  Philofophy  is  made  prac¬ 
tical,  for  at  the  fame  time  it  explains  things, 
it  ad: u ally  exhibits  them  to  the  Eye.  And 
this  is  the  Philofophy  fo  much  recom¬ 
mended  by  the  fagacious  Verulam .  And 
it  is  by  means  of  Chymiftry,  that  Sir  Ifaac 
Newton  has  made  a  great  part  of  his  furpriz- 
ing  Difcoveries  in  natural  Philofophy,  &c. 

By  this  Difcovery  we  have  a  proper  Sue - 
cedaneum  in  lieu  of  thofe  Mercurial  Medi¬ 
cines  that  have  been  injudicioufly  amafs'd 
together,  and  ought  to  be  expung’d:  For 
it  will  anfwer  all  the  Intentions  of  Cure, 
as  being  render'd  Soluble  or  capable  of 
Sufpenfion  in  the  Fluids  of  the  Body,  and 
fubjefted  to  the  Laws  of  Circulation;  and 
this,  Candidus  imperii* 

And  it  will  be  a  means  to  remove  fome 
of  the  moft  obftinate  chronic  Diftempers, 
by  Virtue  of  its  de-obftruent  Power :  (but 

always 
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always  obferving  the  neceflary  Rules  of 
Caution  in  the  Adminiftration  of  Mercuri¬ 
al  Medicines  in  Hedtical  and  Plethorick  Ha¬ 
bits)  And,  it  will  prevent  the  too  frequent 
neceffity  of  ufing  the  extirpating  Knife  or 
impofthume  Lancet.  For  all  Tumours, 
Puftules,  Ulcers,  and  Difcolorations  (are 
but  the  EfFedls  of  fome  kind  of  Obftrudti- 
on  or  other)  of  whatever  Nature  or  Kind, 
by  the  Ufe  of  this  Medicine  may  be  diffi- 
pated  and  remov’d,  and  the  Solids  recover 
their  due  Ofciilation,  and  the  Fluids  their 
Fluidity.  * 

But  I  dare  not  flatter  my  felf  that  this 
my  Labour  fliall  be  exempted  from  the 
ordinary  Fate  of  Cenfure  :  For  there  have 
been  no  T ruths  yet  difcover’d,  which  have 
not  been  queftion’d  and  oppofed.  Such 
is  the  Power  of  Prejudices  and  Prepofieffi- 
ons,  that  they  will  very  often  bear  down 
the  mod  flagrant  Evidences  ofSenfe,  and 
oblige  Men  by  falfe  Gloffes  even  to  alien t 
to  fuch  Things  as  in  their  own  Nature 
are  real  Abfurdities  ;  as  may  be  inft'anc’d  in 
feveral  Philofophical  Matters. 

There  is  nothing  which  the  Antients  in 
general  held  in  more  Contempt  and  De- 
teftation,  than  the  Judgment  of  the  Po¬ 
pulace.  The  Statefman  refus’d  tofubmit 
his  Defign  to  it;  the  Philofopher  fcorn’d 
to  have  his  Opinion  canvafs’d  by  it;  nor 

would 
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would  the  Poet  ever  allow  it  to  be  the 
Teft  of  his  Fancy. 

•  Herein  I  Shall  copy  after  ’em  by  laying 
down  the  many  Experiments  and  Obser¬ 
vations  I  have  made  in  order  to  dilcover 
the  real  Properties  and  Virtues  of  Mer¬ 
curial  Medicines,  and  fubmit  them  to 
the  Cenfure  of  the  moll  Uluftrious  the 
Royal  College  of  Phylicians  in  London . 
For  there  is  no  Compofition  under  the 
Sun,  which  has,  or  Shall  come  within  their 
Speculation,  but  their  Cenfure,  Difefleem, 
and  Contempt  will  always  over-balance. 

It  may  be  expeded,  perhaps,  that  I 
fhou’d  give  an  Historical  Account  of  the 
Succefs  of  this  new  Method  of  introducing 
Quick-fiiver  internally  into  the  Blood  $ 
but  inftead  of  that,  having  not  had  Suffi¬ 
cient  time  to  make  many  Trials,  (yet 
Sufficient  to  convince  me  that  it  is  the 
belt  Method  to  exert  its  Power,  in  its  na¬ 
tive  Drefs  of  any  hitherto  discover’d)  I 
ffiall  conclude  my  Preface  with  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Motto, 

Nullius  in  Verba . 

Read,  Judge,  and  Try. 
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Manner  of  the  Preparation  of  Mercurial 
Medicines ,  and  their  Operation  in 
Human  Bodies ,  8c  c. 

i  f"  j  ,  r:  .  '  •  * 

edicines  have  their  Rife  and 
Declenfions  like  our  Fafhions^ 
without  any  Shew  of  any  true 
Principle,  either  as  to  the  Man¬ 
ner  of  Preparation  and  Com- 
pofition,  or  Intention  of  Cure.  But  Time 
wears  out  the  Figments  of  Opinion,  and 
confirms  futh  Notions  that  are  grounded 
upon  true  Judgment  and  the  Nature  of 
Things. 

The  Traditional  Account  of  the:  Vir¬ 
tues  of  any  Drug  or  Medicine,  that  is 
not  confirm’d  to  us  by  Experiment  and 
Obfervation,  may  be  liable  to  be  worn 
out  by  Time:  Whereas  a  Judgment  of 

B  Nature^ 
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A  Critical  Divert atlort 

Nature,  built  on  the  Verity  of  Things, 
will  continue  as  long  as  Nature  it  felf. 

Tho’  Mercury  or  Quick-filver  has  long 
had  a  {hare  in  Medicine,  fo  as  to  be 
rank’d  among  the  capital  ones;  yet  thofe 
Preparations,  which  are  in  order  to  con¬ 
vey  it  internally  into  the  Blood,  retaining 
its  metalline  Texture  and  Properties,  feem 
not  to  be  rightly  underftood,  and  to  fall 
fhort  of  the  Intention:  And  its  Modus 
Operandi  in  its  native  Drefs,  when  taken 
by  the  Mouth,  has  not  been  fufficiently 
explain’d. 

And  this  I  {hall  dcmonftrate  in  the 
following  Difcourfe  by  Experiments  and 
Obfervations;  fome  of  the  mercurial  Clafs 
having  efcaped  the  late  Difquifttions  and 
Improvements  in  the  Materia  Medica . 

The  juftly  admir’d  Reafonings  and  Po- 
liteneis  of  the  prefent  Age,  from  the  Af- 
fiftances  of  Geometry  and  Mechanicks, 
has  diffipated  the  Darknefs  and  Obfcu- 
rity  in  Chymical  and  Galenical  Pharmacy, 
whereby  we  are  taught  the  Methodus  Pr<z- 
fcribendi ,  which  in  tire  ty  depends  upon  a 
Knowledge  in  Chymiftry. 

For  hy  Chymiftry  we  are  capable  of 
forming  ,a  juft  Rationale ,  and  of  judging 
what  Medicines  are  foluble  in  the  Fluids 
of  the  Body,  and  how  to  render  others 
fo :  And  it  is  by  chymical  Experiments 

we 
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we  learn  the  Adion  of  one  Body  upon 
another ;  and  the  EfFeds  produced  by 
thofe  Adions. 

It  is  undeniably  true,  that  the  Nature 
and  Properties  of  this  Metal,  when  Crude 
and  in  a  Compound  State,  and  the  Man¬ 
ner  of  its  Operation,  when  admitted  in¬ 
to  the  *  Blood,  are  accounted  for  with 
fuch  Exadnefs  and  Accuracy,  by  the 
Rules  of  Mechanifm  and  the  Laws  of 
Motion,  even  to  the  Evidence  of  a  De- 
monftration,  that  there  is  no  room  left 
to  add,  or  to  further  illuftrate  the  fame. 

Before  I  begin  with  the  Manner  of  its 
Preparation,  and  Operation  in  human 
Bodies  5  I  (bail  give  a  fliort  Account  how 
it  is  produc’d.  The  Method  of  its  Pu¬ 
rification,  and  the  difmal  EfFeds  attend¬ 
ing  the  Refiners,  or  thofe  People  that 
work  in  thofe  Mines,  and  the  Precau¬ 
tion  they  ufe. 

#  Mercury  is  either  found  an  adual  run¬ 
ning  Form,  in  the  Mines,  and  thence 
called  Virgin  Mercury ;  or  elfe  it  is 
forc’d  out  of  mineral  Bodies  by  Diftil- 
lation.  The  greateft  part  of  thefe  mi¬ 
neral  Bodies  are  of  the  Nature  of  Cin¬ 
nabar,  tho’  mix’d  along  with  a  deal  of 
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grofs,  earthy  Matter:  but  others  again 
are  merely  ftony. 

The  Method  of  purifying  of  it  frorh 
the  Saturnine,  Antimonial,  Bifmuthine, 
or  Arfenical  Concretions  that  adhere  to 
it,  is  by  paffing  and  repaffing  of  it  fre¬ 
quently  through  Chamois  Leather.  But 
the  befl  way  is  by  rubbing  it  well  in  a 
glafs  Mortar  with  Vinegar  and  Salt,  then 
waftiing  it  off  with  Spirit  of  Wine.  But 
the  very  beft  way  of  all  feems  to  be  by 
reviving  it  out  of  Cinnabar,  Sublimate, 
Precipitate,  or  an  Amalgama . 

To  prove  its  Purification  is  by  chafing 
the  Mercury  out  of  a  filver  Spoon  by 
the  Heat  of  Fire  ;  and  if  it  leaves  no¬ 
thing  behind  but  a  white  or  yellowifh 
Spot,  it  is  thought  to  be  fine  and  good. 
But  if  it  leave  any  kind  of  Subftance  that 
will  not  evaporate,  or  a  black  and  dark 
Spot  in  the  Spoon,  it  is  adulterated,  or 
not  well  purify ’d. 

The  following  Account  fhews  how 
noxious  and  injurious  it  is  to  thofe  mi- 
ferable  People  condemn’d  or  hir’d  to  work 
in  thofe  Mines,  and  in  the  Preparation,  or 
rather  Separation  of  this  Metal:  If  it  fixes 
upon  the  Solids,  as  mufculousor  tendinous 
Pans,  caufes  Sorenefs,  Lamenefs,  &c,  If 
upon  the  Nerves,  caufing  Palfies,  Spafms, 
Contractions,  &c.  If  the  Spinalis  Medulla , 

and 


upon  Mercurial  Medicines. 

and  the  Brain,  caufing  Convulfions,  Apo¬ 
plexies,  &c.  If  upon  the  Perioftea  or 
Bones,  acute  Pains,  Sorenefs,  Caries  or 
Rottennefs  fucceed,  &c. 

But  when  the  Mercury  has  once  gotten 
the  afcendant  in  the  Body,  their  Teeth 
drop  out,  and  they  foon  become  Paralytic 
and  die  Hedtic;  and  that  by  increafing  the 
natural  Difcharges. 

The  Precaution  they  ufe,  is  to  hold  a 
piece  of  Gold  in  the  Mouth,  to  imbibe 
the  Effluvia  (. Aurum  enirn  fud  natura  at - 
trahit  potenter  Mer curium ,  ubi  etiam  lati - 
tantem ,  &  ei  fefe  immifcet )  and  intercept 
their  Paflage  into  the  Body,  which  Me¬ 
thod  too  often  proves  abortive,  from  the 
innumerable  Particles  which  efcape  into 
the  Body  (by  Infpiration)  floating  in  the 
Medium  Air. 

Hence  it  is  that  Aurum  Fulminam  is 
faid  to  check  the  Adtivity  of  Mercury,  fo 
as  to  be  ufeful  in  lowering  a  Salivation 
when  there  is  Occalion.  But,  though  the 
Mercurial  Effluvia  does  amalgam  with 
Gold  in  the  Mouth,  yet  it  cannot  be 
fufpended  in  the  Fluids  of  the  Body. 

The  Nature  of  Hydrargyrum  or  Quick-? 
filver  has  not  been  hitherto  analytically 
explain’d;  and  having  eluded  the  com¬ 
mon  Inftruments  of  chymical  Analyjis , 
fome  would  have  it  to  be  the  moft  Sim- 
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pie  of  all  Bodies,  and  one  of  the  Elemen¬ 
tary  Principles,  of  which  a  natural  or  mix’d 
Body  is  compofed. 

Mr.  Homberg  is  of  Opinion,  that  it  can¬ 
not  be  decompounded  or  reduc’d  into 
Simpler  Parts,  not  but  that  he  thinks  it 
a  Compound,  but  becaufe  the  Method  of 
decompounding  of  it  has  not  been  yet  dis¬ 
cover’d.  But  Helmont  tells  us,  that  it  is 
nothing  but  a  Metal  join'd  to  a  large 
Proportion  of  a  *  Saline  and  Earthy  Sub- 
ftance,  that  eafily  affitnilates  with  Me¬ 
tals.  But  Paracelfus  farther  fays,  that 
Mercury  is  an  Element  generated  from 
Sea-Salt. 

This  is  much  confirm’d  in  the  Prepa¬ 
ration  of  Pracipitatum  per  fe,  for  this  by 
the  foie  Action  of  the  Fire  is  fublim’d, 
and  adheres  to  the  Top  or  upper  Part  of 
in  Form  of  a  Friable,  fhining 
red  Needles  or  Cryflals;  ( Mercurius  jirte 
till  cl  ad  ditto  tie  certt  itijlruffienti  per  Je  re - 
digit ur  iu  Cinnabarim  rubicufidiJjitfKwi 

thd 
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Mr.  Ambroft  Godfrey  (Junior)  Chymift, 


has  i„ve„ted  fuch  a  curious 
pole,  (exceeding  any  hitherto  defcrib’d)  bother 
facilitating  the  Operation,  and  leffenim;  the  ufual 
Confumption  of  Mercury  during  the  Preparation  1 
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the  Sulphurous  Principle  being  in  a  great 
meafure  exhaufted  or  chas’d  Sway,  the 
Saline  Principle  (hoots  like  fo  many  Pins 
thro’  its  Spheres,  and  thereby  deftroys  its 
Fluidity.  The  Caufe  affign’d  by  fome,  is, 
that  the  Mercurial  Particles  uniting  and 
affociating  with  Fire,  form  minute  Con¬ 
cretions,  &c. 

From  this  Preparation  it  appears  that 
Mercury  is  a  Compound,  and  by  a  pro¬ 
per  management  of  this  Sublimate  and 
the  footy  Powder  *  that  remains  in  fundo 
after  Sublimation ;  it  may  be  farther  ma- 
nifefted,  and  its  Principles  difcover’d, 
though  all  Attempts  hitherto  to  refolve 
Mercury  into  its  component  Parts  have 

prov’d  ineffedual.  •  ' 

This  Metamorphofis  or  T ranfmutation 
of  the  metallic  ‘Proteus ,  Mercury,  is 
like  all  other  Preparations  of  it  (by  what¬ 
ever  means  effeded)  liable  to  be  reftor’d 
to  its  numerical  Self:  This  particularly 
by  expofing  it  to  the  Focus  upon  Char¬ 
coal,  it  re-aiTumes  immediately  its  me¬ 
tallic  Brightnefs  and  Fluidity,  and  be¬ 
comes  Quick-filver;  the  Coal  having  fur- 
nifh’d  it  with  the  Sulphurous  Part  or 
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Principle  (which  gives  it  Fluxility)  that 
the  Fire  Had  before  depriv’d  it  of. 

My  chief  Aim  here,  is  to  enquire  into 
the  Nature  and  Manner  of  the  Operation 
of  Hydrargyrum  Or  Quick-filver,  (when 
current)  Mercurius  Alcalifatus ,  and  Aqua 
Argentea ,  in  human  Bodies;  and  how 
Far  we  may  depend  upon  them  in  order 
to  cure  Difeafes. 

But  before  we  proceed  we  are  to  fhew 
the  Manner  of  preparing  thefe  Medi¬ 
cines:  Quick-filver  has  generally  no  other 
Preparation  (after  it  is  come  to  England) 
than  what  the  Druggift  is  pleafed  to  be^ 
flow  upon  it;  and  that  probably  no  more 
than  paffing  it  thro’  Leather.  And  the 
Preparation  of  §  Aqua  Argentea,  is  only 
boiling  Water  with  a  fmall  Proportion  of 
Quick-filver  in  it.  But  Mercurius  Al¬ 
califatus  is  prepared  as  followeth: 

f 

'*  * i 

R.  Mercur.  Crud.  per  Cor .  trajedt.  P  HI 
Oculor .  Cancror .  Preparat .  P9  v. 

M.  F.  Pulvis  hene  terendo . 

r 1  *  l  ;  ’*.•  i  ,  <  i.i  ■  ‘  ■  ,  1 

This  Preparation  will  require  feveral 
Hours  or  Days  Trituration  before  the 

'  "  Ingredients 


§  Quick-filver  boil’d  in  Water,  whereby  the  Mer¬ 
cury  lofes  not  the  leaft  eftimable  Weight-* 


i 


upon  Mercurial  Medicines. 

Ingredients  are  incorporated.  Quick-fil- 
ver  eafily  embodies  with  Mineral  Acids, 
Sulphur  and  Turpentine.  The  former 
by  virtue  of  their  Acidity,  and  the  twq 
latter  from  their  confifting  of  ramous  and 
flexible  Parts. 

Moreover  it  will  incorporate  with  in- 
flpid  Calxes ,  (but  not  with  Water  by 
boiling)  but  will  not  indifferently  hold 
Quick-filver  fo  long  as  faline  and  acid 
Bodies;  what  the  Calxes  of  Gold  and  Sil¬ 
ver  may  do,  I  fhall  leave  to  them  that 
have  made  all  the  Enquiry  into  the  Na¬ 
ture  of  Metals  human  Induftry  is  capa^ 
ble  of. 

It  is  well  known  that  it  will  amalgam 
with  Metals  that  deftroy  Acids;  but  if 
we  take  almofl:  any  Cah,  or  Earth  not 
too  dry,  you  may  rub  Mercury  in  it  fo 
as  to  lofe  Sight  of  it,  and  as  no  one 
jfhall  be  able  to  feparate  it  but  by  Fire: 

Every  true  Definition,  according  to  the 
Dodtrine  of  the  Philofopher,  muft  con- 
fift  ex  Gen  ere  &  Differentia : 

But,  becaufe  we  many  times  want  the 
efiential  or  true  Differences,  it  is  lawful 
for  us  to  fubftitute  the  Properties:  (which, 
in  my  Opinion,  are  the  moft  certain 
Foundation  of  all  the  Knowledge  we  can 
have  of  Nature,  while  we  can  fee  only 
a  few  Links  of  the  Univerfal  Chain) 

Therefore^ 
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Therefore,  if  we  look  into  the  Properties 
of  Quick-filver,  they  will  lead  us  into 
the  Knowledge  how  it  operates  in  the 
Primes  Via,  and  what  is  moll  likely  to 
render  it  liable  to  enter  the  Lafieals,  &e. 

Its  Properties  are  Simplicity,  Volati¬ 
lity,  Fluidity,  JDivifibility,  Ponderofity, 
fufceptible  of  the  greateft  degree  of  Heat 
^nd  Cold  of  all  Fluids,  void  of  Acrimo¬ 
ny,  diffolves  almoft  in  all  Acids,  and 
unites  its  felf  with  ’em;  at  leall  with  all 
mineral  Acids. 

Its  Simplicity  is  a  Property  aferib’d  to 
it,  for  want  of  a  Method  of  decompound¬ 
ing  it. 

Its  Volatility  is  not  producible  by  any 
lefler  Degree’ of  Heat  than  that  of  Sand: 
Its  Particles  being  incapable  of  a  fudden 
Rarefa&ion  becaufe  of  their  Solidity. 

Its  Fluidity  proceeds  from  the  Rotun¬ 
dity  of  its  Parts,  whereby  they  feparate 
and  recede  from  each  other  by  the  *  fmal- 
left  Force;  confequently,  of  all  Bodies, 
it  is  that  whofe  parts  cohere  the  leaft,  or 
are  the  leaft  tenacious. 

Its  Separability  or  Divifibility  likewife 
proceeds  from  the  fame  Caufe  as  that  of 
its  Fluidity  :  That  is,  there  is  fcarce 
any  Cohefion  at  all,  in  the  Parts  of  Mer¬ 
cury,  therefore  the  moft  fluid  of  all 
Bodies. 
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Its  Ponderofity  alfo  proceeds  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  trite  Maxim  in  Phyfick,  that 
the  Matter  of  Bodies  is  proportionable  to 
their  Weight;  pr  that  Weight  of  any  Bo¬ 
dy  is  as  its  Subftance.  That  is  the  fpe- 
cifick  or  relative  Gravity,  by  which  one 
Body  is  heavier  than  another  of  the 
fame  Dimenfion,  is  always  as  the  Quan¬ 
tity  of  Matter  under  that  Dimenfion. 

Its  being  fufceptible  of  the  greateft 
Degree  of  Heat  and  Cold  of  all  Fluids, 
arifes  from  its  Gravity;  for  the  Heat 
and  Cold  of  all  Bodies,  is,  cceteris  pari - 
bus,  as  their  Weights : 

Its  being  void  of  Acrimony,  arifes  from 
its  Sphericity,  Politure  or  Smoothnefs; 
having  no  Angles  whofe  Afperity  are  ne- 
ceflary  to  adt  as  Stimuli  :  And  its  Pro¬ 
perty  of  diflolving  and  uniting  with  Acids, 
from  its  alcaline  Nature. 

Out  of  all  thefe  Properties  already 
mention’d  there  are  very  few,  which  with 
Shew  or  Colour  of  Reafon  can  produce 
any  valuable  EfFedts,  or  have  the  leaft 
chance  thereunto;  and  they  be  Divifibi- 
lity,  Ponderofity,  Frigidity,  and  its  uni¬ 
ting  with,  and  deftroying  of  Acids. 

From  its  Divifibility  (which  is  one  of 
the  Charadterifticks  of  Mercury)  by  its 
fall  into  the  Stomach,  it  may  per  scci- 
dens  fly  into  fmail  Globules,  and  by  its 
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tumbling  or  rolling  over  the  Afcent  of  the 
Stomach  into  the  Duodenum ,  each  of 
which  may  fly  again  into  leffer  Globules : 
Thus  by  frequently  afcending  over  the 
manifold  Gyration  or  Convolution  of  the 
Inteftines  between  the  Oefophagus  and 
ReBum ,  particularly  when  it  pafles  the 
Colon ,  its  Spheres  may  be  infinitely  re¬ 
duc’d. 

On  thefe  Confiderations,  and  the  Val- 
vula  Conniventes,  or  the  Wrinkles  and 
Plaits  agitating  and  incorporating  it  with 
the  vifcid  Saliva  and  glandular  Juice  of 
the  Stomach  and  Inteftines,  by  the  con- 
ftant  and  uniform  Vermicular  or  Worm¬ 
like  Motion  of  thofe  Parts :  So  that  fome 
of  the  fmalleft  Particles  may  become 
fpecifically  lighter  than  the  Fluids  that 
enter  the  invifible  Orifices  of  the  Ladleals, 
and  be  fufpended  therein ;  and  by  that 
means,  and  by  its  Weight  forcing  open 
the  Mouths  of  the  Ladteals,  it  may  be 
tranfmitted  into  the  Blood. 

Now  we  come  to  confider  that  of  Pon- 
derofity,  whence  follows  a  more  fudden 
Defcent  of  the  Alvi faces  thro*  the  In- 
teftines ]  and  from  this  Property,  it  be¬ 
comes  a  Specifick  in  the  Volvulus  or  Iliack 
Paflion,  which  is  a  twifting  of  the  Gut 
Ilium ,  or  one  Part  enters  the  Cavity  of 
the  Part  immediately  below  or  aboye,  and 
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by  this  Principle  of  Qravity  it  doth  fome- 
time  reduce  ’em.  Moreover  by  the  fame 
Property  and  that  of  Divifibility,  it  will 
cure  a  Coftivenefs  whether  natural  or 
acquired. 

In  the  next  place  we  are  to  confider 
its  Frigidity,  from  which  Property  (when 
taken  jejuno  Ventriculo ,  or  upon  an  emp¬ 
ty  Stomach)  a  fudden  fenfe  of  Gold ;  and 
thence  may  arife  more  frequent  Con¬ 
tractions  and  Vibrations  of  the  Solids  (in¬ 
vigorating  and  promoting  the  Periftaltic 
Motion  of  the  Guts)  and  this  communi¬ 
cated  to  the  Emporium  or  intelligent  Prin¬ 
ciple  in  the  Brain;  and  thence  propa¬ 
gated  to  other  Parts  of  the  Body;  and 
where  the  proper  Tenfion  or  Tone  of 
the  Solids  is  wanting,  it  may  be  of  fome 
Service. 

And  laftly,  as  to  the  other  Property  of 
its  uniting  with  almoft  all  Acids,  it  may 
deftroy  the  Acidity,  the  Corrofivenefs, 
and  Pointednefs  of  the  whole  Liquors  of 
the  Body,  wherever  it  meets  with  ’em: 

All  the  other  Properties  can  neither  alter 
the  Animal  Humours,  not  affeCt  the  Sen- 
fible  Parts;  therefore  can  have  no  me¬ 
dicinal  Virtues,  and  no  great  Matters  in 
way  of  Cure  can  be  expected  from  ’em: 

After  we  have  learnt  the  Properties  of 
this  Metal,  we  fhall  be  better  able  to  ac¬ 
count 
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count  for  its  Manner  of  operating,  and 
how  far  it  may  be  of  fervice  in  the  Dif- 
tempers  wherein  it  is  fo  highly  recom¬ 
mended  by  its  Advocates :  The  Principal 
of  thefe  are  th zAfthma^  Phthylic,  or  Con- 
fumption  from  diftemper’d  Lungs,  the 
Stone,  Barrennefs,  and  the  Difeafes  of  the 
Stomach  and  Inteftines. 

That  fome  of  the  mercurial  Particles 
do  Ibmetimes  enter  the  Blood,  when  taken 
inwardly  per  fe ,  is  evident  from  its  fil- 
verizing  gold  Buttons  in  the  Shirt-fleeve, 
and  other  Circumftances.  But  it  is  very 
uncertain,  for  we  fee  Numbers  daily  ex¬ 
perimenting  (or  tmpune  ludere  de  corio  hu - 
mand)  and  taking  great  Quantities,  with¬ 
out  one  Angle  Inftance  of  its  railing  a 
Salivation,  or  fcarce  any  Symptoms  tend¬ 
ing  thereto. 

Among  all  the  Authors  I  perufed  upon 
this  Occafion,  I  met  with  only  one  *  One 
(except  our  prefent  Quick-filver  Contro¬ 
versy)  which  informs  us  that  crude  Mer¬ 
cury  taken  by  the  Mouth  was  wont  to 
raife  a  Salivation.  Sir  Theodore  May  erne , 
and  others,  gave  to  the  Quantity  of  Six 
Ounces  (in  the  Miferere  mei)  at  a  time, 
but  we  don’t  find  that  it  had  that  Effe<3 


*  Vide  Iliac  a  PaJJio ,  in  aTranilation  from  the  laft 
fcdition  of  Dr.  Allen's  Synopjis  Median*, 
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or  fputative  Symptom.  And  our  very 
learned  and  ingenious  •f  Dr.  Mead  fays* 
that  he  hath  feen  two  Ounces  of  it  given 
every  Day  for  one  and  twenty  Days  to¬ 
gether,  without  any  Inconvenience  at  all, 
and  fo  hath  many  more  ||. 

Therefore  there  muft  be  a  Caufe  qua¬ 
lified  to  produce  the  fame  conftant  and 
immutable  Effedts,  a  Caufa  per  fe ;  before 
it  can  be  with  any  Certainty  convey’d  in¬ 
to  the  Blood*  For  what  removes  all 
Doubts,  is,  that  the  Quantity  of  Metal 
taken  at  the  Mouth  when  Crude,  may 
generally  be  abftradted  from  the  Excre¬ 
ment.  And  if  we  trace  Caufes  from  Ef¬ 
fects,  all  this  will  feem  chymerical  or  at 
leaft  uncertain. 

It  is  an  Objection  (already  advanc’d) 
that  the  mercurial  Particles  cannot  get 
into  the  Blood  in  great  Quantities,  elfe 
they  would  unite  in  the  Receptaculum 
commune ,  and  be  incapable  of  producing 
any  vifible  Effedt  in  the  Body.  But  this 
can  be  of  uo  Force,  for  Circulation  com¬ 
mences  at  the  Ladteals,  and  the  progref- 
five  Motion  is  carried  on  even  in  the 


f  Vtde  Dr.  Mead's  Mechanical  Account  of  Poifons. 
||  —  -  Fallopius  de  Metallis ,  cap.  27.  Georgius  Agri¬ 
cola,  Fracafiorius ,  Wierus,  Braffavolul ,  FLuftachius 
Radius,  Am  at  us,  Matthiolus  upon  Diafcorides,  &c. 

Re- 
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%  Receptaculum  Chyli ,  or  common  Recep¬ 
tacle.  And  the  mercurial  Particles  that 
are  fo  very  fmall  as  to  be  buoy’d  in  the 
Inteftine  Fluids,  and  to  pafs  the  invifible 
Orifices’  of  the  Latfteals,  will  be  fmall 
enough  to  be  fufpended  in  the  Fluids 
therein  contain’d,  till  it  is  convey’d  into 
the  Blood  in  the  Subclavian  Vein,  &c. 

That  crude  Mercury  may  cure  the 
Diftempers  already  mentioned,  and  many 
more,  whofe  Caufes  and  Sources  lie  in 
the  Primer  Vice  :  And  may  alfo  per  acci¬ 
dent  (fince  it  fometimes  happens  to  enter 
into  the  Blood)  cure  thofe  Diftempers  ari- 
ling  from  vifcid  and  glewy  Juices  which 
interrupt  the  Circulation,  and  the  eafy 
Performance  of  the  Animal  Functions:  Or 
ihofe  proceeding  from  fome  Sharpnefs  or 
corrofive  Quality  in  the  Fluids. 

And  all  this  will  appear  juft  and  rea- 
fonable,  when  it  is  confider’d  that  Life 
and  Health  depend  upon  the  Secretions 
being  duly  performed,  and  that  a  proper 
Fluidity  in  the  Blood,  is  highly  neceffary 
to  procure  a  free  and  eafy  Circulation  : 
And  that  Mercury  is  the  moft  univerfal 
Medicine  that  will  produce  this  Effecft, 
whereby  the  Veflels  are  kept  always  open, 
and  the  Caufes  of  Difeafes  cut  off. 

*  Vide  Keill’s  Anatomy  of  the  Human  Body  a- 
bridg’d.  Page  57,  y8« 
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I  am  convinced,  that  crude  Mercury 
will  cure  an  AJihma  Convuljivutn :  (or  any 
other  Diforder  arifing  from  the  fame 
Caufe)  which  proceeds  from  a  very  fharp* 
cutting  Armoniac  Rheum,  that  inflames* 
corrodes,  and  excoriates  the  Oefophaguz 
and  Stomach,  and  convels  the  great  Sto*» 
machic-Nerves,  whence  derives  this  con- 
vullive  AJihma ,  the  Nerves  of  the  Dia~ 
phragma  being  likewife  convell’d  by  con- 
fent.  And  this  it  doth  chiefly  by  that  Pro¬ 
perty  of  reuniting  with,  and  deftroying  of 
Acids. 

And  when  admitted  into  the  Blood,  it 
may  remove  Coughs,  Phthifics,  Refpiratid 
Anhelofa ,  or  a  Difficulty  of  Refpiration, 
and  AJlhmas  (whofe  Caiife  lies  latent  in 
the  Lungs)  for  it  is  manifeft  by  Infpedtion 
and  the  Anatomy  of  tabid  Bodies,  that 
mod  Diftempers  of  the  Lungs  arife  front 
an  Obflruftion  and  Hardnefs  of  the  Glands, 
wherewith  this  Part  fo  plentifully  a- 
bounds 

And  Mercury  being  endu'd  with  the 
diflfolving  and  deterging  Property  in  an 
eminent  Manner  (which  ought  to  be  the 
primary  and  foie  Intention  in  all  pulmonary 
Difeafes)  it  will  keep  the  Fluids  in  a  per¬ 
petual  and  progreffive  Motion,  thro’  the 
finefl:  Tubes  of  the  Lungs,  &c.  Hence  it 
is  reafonable  to  believe  that  it  will  cure  the 

C  Phthific, 
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Phthific,  or  Confumption  from  diftem- 
per’d  Lungs,  the  Stone,  Barrennefs,  and 
fome  of  the  Difeafes  of  the  Stomach  and 
Inteftines. 

But  we  ought  to  illuftrate  the  Matter 
from  Philofophy  and  Experience,  for 
we  know  that  Speculations  or  Reflexions 
are  looked  on  with  fome  Diffidence,  'till 
there  have  been  fome  practical  ExperL 
ment  made  of  'em  :  But  there  are  many 
particular  Propofitions  of  eternal  and  un¬ 
changeable  Verity,  as  in  Logick  that  the 
Caufe  is  always  before  the  Effe<ft  in  ordef 
of  Nature  ;  in  Phyficks,  that  all  local 
Motion  is  by  Succeffion;  in  Metaphyficks, 
that  nothing  can  be  and  not  be  at  once; 
in  Mathematicks,  that  all  right  Angles  are 
equal,  &c.  Therefore, 

In  order  to  proceed  methodically,  I 
fhall  lay  down  fome  general  Propofitions, 
(for  I  dare  not  give  them  the  authorita¬ 
tive  Title  of  Aphorifms)  as  a  Bafis  of  the 
following  Theory :  And  thence  I  fhall  de¬ 
duce  juft  Confequences  by  way  of  Corolla¬ 
ry;  proving  the  Truth  propofed,  by  de- 
monftrating  the  Abfurdityor  Impoffibility 
of  aflerting  the  contrary. 

Prop .  i.  Mercury,  whether  Crude  or 
ctherwife  tranfmitted  into  the  Blood  in 
due  Proportion,  will  as  certainly  raife  a 
Salivation,  as  it  is  admitted  into  it;  un- 

lefs 
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lels  it  lbould  happen  to  run  off  by  the 
renal,  or  inteftinal  Glands,  or  thofe  of 
Perfpiration,  [qua  data  porta  ruit)  or  either 
of  them  that  happens  to  be  moil  patent, 
or  a  Fault  in  the  Formation  and  Con¬ 
texture  of  the  falivary  Glands  ■,  and  will 
be  found  to  pafs  by  the  latter  more  or 
lefs  according  to  the  Largenefs  or  S-mall- 
nefs  of  the  Glands,  and  vice  verfa. 

Prop.  2.  No  Preparation  of  crude  Mer¬ 
cury  can  be  tranfmitted  into  the  Blood 
by  the  Ladleals,  unlefs  its  Spheres  are  fo 
divided  as  to  be  render’d  fpecifically 
lighter  than  the  Menjlruum  or  Fluid 
wherein  it  is  to  be  fufpendedj  and  the 
Subftance  that  keeps  the  Mercurial  Spheres 
afunder,  of  a  ready  Solution  in  the  Fluids 
of  the  Body. 

Prop.  3.  No  Preparation  of  Mercury 
can  be  tranfmitted  into  the  Blood  inter¬ 
nally,  but  what  is  foluble  in  Aqueous 
Menjiruums ,  for  fuch  are  the  Fluids  of 
the  Body. 

Prop.  4.  All .  Mercurial  Preparations, 
whether  they  be  prepared  with  acid  Spi¬ 
rits,  Sulphur,  Turpentine,  or  the  Pejia- 
ceas  alter  fome  of  the  Properties  of  the 
Metal  with  its  Form. 
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G  E  N  E  R  A  L  C  O  R  O  L  L  A  R  Y» 

V  •  •  £ 

From  the  foregoing  Propofitions,  it  is 
undeniably  evident,  that  Mercury  taken 
by  the  MQUth  in  its  native  Drefs,  and 
that  per  fe,  cannot  be  fufpended  in  the 
Fluids  of  the-  Inteftines  whereby  it  may 
pervade  the  Ladteals,  unlefs  per  accidens. 
Neither  can  it  by  any  means  get  into  the 
Blood,  when  mixed  or  blended  with  the 
Tejtacea :  The  former  wanting  a  far 
greater  Attrition  and  Comminution  than 
that  arifing  from  the  Mechanifm  and  muf- 
culous  Tunics  of  the  Ventricle  and  In¬ 
teftines  (tho’  its  Divifibility  and  Pondero¬ 
sity  doth  difpofe  it  per  fe  (that  fometimes 
it  happens)  to  open  and  enter  the  Mouths 
of  the  Ladteals)  and  the  latter  being  fo 
envelop’d  and  fo  clofely  retain’d  by  the 
terrene  Powder  as  not  to  be  feparated  or 
difengag’d  but  by  the  help  of  Fire :  And 
it  being  the  Property  of  neither  of  the 
Ingredients  to  attradt  Water,  its  Seat  of 
Adtion  muft  in  cqnfequence  be  in  the 
Primes  Via,  And, 

Hence  it  likewife  follows  by  neceflary 
Confequence  ebay  all  Mercurial  Prepara¬ 
tions,  whether  they  be  thofe  prepared 
with  Sulphur,  as  fh a  Cinnabars,  or  Mthiops, 
or  tnofe  prepar  d  with  Turpentine,  as  the 

Pi- 


upon  Mercurial  Medicines.  1 1 

Pilulce  Barbarojjce  <vel  Cerulice ,  or  Pilulce 
de  Hydrargyrio  Horjlii ,  or  thofe  of  f  Bel- 
lojle’s,  or  indeed  thofe  of  Dr.  Turner's  £  at 
all  times,  if  duly  mix’d  (in  regard  to  the 
Ingredient  Mercury)  can  be  of  no  fervice 
in  removing  any  Malady,  befides  thofe 
whofe  principal  Source  is  lodg’d  in  the 
firft  Paffages,  the  Ventricle  and  Inteftines; 
(except  that  of  Derivation  by  their  Action 
upon  the  Inteftinal  Glands)  becaufe  only 
the  molt  fpiritous  or  the  lead:  vifcid  Parts 
enter  the  Blood ;  and  becaufe  Refinous 
Bodies  are  diffolvable  in  Alcohol  or  Spirit 
of  Wine,  and  fulphurous  ones  are  ren- 

C  3  der’d 


|  Belhjle  informs  us  that  his  Quick-filver  Pills, 
during  all  his  Practice,  never  happen’d  but  only  once  to 
excite  a  Ptyalifm  or  a  flight  Salivation ;  tho*  he  was 
wont  to  give  them  for  iix  Months  together. 

f  Dr.  Tur»ery  in  his  Difcourfe on  Quick-filver, tells 
us,  that  Turpentine  is  the  Ingredient  that  He  makes 
ufe  of  |o  incorporate  the  Quickfilver:  But  fometimes 
in  order  to  difguife  or  to  prevent  any  Sufpicion,  it  is 
rubb’d  with  a  little  Syr.  Limon.  A  Ur  ant.  vsl  de  Spina 
Cervin.  &c.  By  this  laft  Method,  the  Mercurial 
Spheres  may  be  difengaged,  and  fet  afloat  in  the  Fluids 
of  the  Body,  and  be  liable  to  affect  the  Mouth,  &c. 
But  thefe  acid  Juices,  in  form  of  Syrups,  item  to 
want  the  Confidence  and  Vifcofity  which  are  requi- 
flte  to  keep  the  comminuted  Mercurial  Spheres  a  fun¬ 
der  :  what  their  Acidity  may  contribute  to  difp'ofe 
them  thereto,  we  may  gather  from  its  Preparations 
with  mineral  Acids.  And  it  is  manifeil  from  Expe¬ 
riments  that  Acids  attract  Water,  and  occalion  the 
difTolv’d  Panicles  to  mingle  therewith. 

V.  , 
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der’d  fluid  and  potable  by  Alcaline  Salts, 
and  thefe  arc  not  always,  or  indeed  at  any 
time,  to  be  met  with  in  the  Body. 

And  in  Confequence  of  all  thefe  Con- 
fiderations  taken  together,  perhaps  no  Phy- 
fician  of  Judgment  and  Experience,  but  will 
tacitly  allow  the  Truth  of  this  Aflertion; 
notwithftanding  eftablilh’d  Forms,  and 
beaten  Paths  attradive  Power. 


Various  Hypothefes  have,  and  may  be 
form  d relating  to  the  Nature  of  this  Metal; 
but  we  have  much  more  fenfible  Demon- 
ftrations  of  its  Nature  from  Experiments, 
and  its  well-known  Properties :  hence 
our  Solutions  are  juft  and  reafonable.  But 
left  it  fhould  be  faid  that  we  are  too  pre¬ 
cipitate  in  our  Conclufions,  after  having 
learnt  a  few  of  the  Properties  of  a  Body 
in  its  Simplicity  or  uncompounded  State; 
we  think  we  have  got  all,  and  impofe  it 
on  our  felves  to  account  for  all  the  Phts- 
nomena  and  Effeds  thereof  in  a  Com- 

?  i  i  State,  or  woen  combing  with 
othei  Bodies.  Let  us  confider  5 

!s  it  not  demonftrable,  (and  that  be¬ 
yond  Contradidion)  that  the  Knowledge 
we  have  of  the  Preparation  of  this  Metal 
when  Hydrargyrum  or  Quick-filver,  is  in- 
fufficient?  For,  tho’  it  be  an  adive  Fluid 
it  may  be  quite  chang’d  as  to  its  Properties’ 
when  blended  with  other  things  that  are 

paffive. 
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paffive  :  Therefore  wc  ought  to  have  re- 
courfe  to  the  Speculation  of  the  Nature 
of  this,  or  that  Principle  of  the  con¬ 
creted  Body,  their  feveral  Relations  one 
with  another,  and  their  feveral  Proper¬ 
ties  by  which  they  may  be  changed,  or 
are  changeable  one  by  the  other,  before 
we  are  proper  Judges  of  the  Nature  of 
the  Compound,  To  come  to  the  Point, 

In  the  Preparation  of  Mercurius  Alca - 
lifatus ,  the  levigated  and  fubtile  Powder 
being  mingled  (by  Trituration) per  minima 
with  the  Mercury  ;  and  by  adhering  to  its 
Surfaces,  and  by  thus  intervening  between 
its  Spheres,  it  thereby  deftroys  its  Flui¬ 
dity,  and  that  by  changing  its  Sphericity, 
Politure  or  Smoothnefs  (which  are  feme 
of  the  feveral  Requilites  belonging  to  its 
Fluidity)  into  irregular  and  unequal  Sur¬ 
faces. 

Mercury  confifting  of  fpherical  Par¬ 
ticles,  and  by  this  Preparation  (to  wit, 
Trituration)  it  is  only  divided  into  thofe 
of  themfelves  (as  being  fpherical)  and 
thofe  being  cover'd  over  with  the  tefta- 
ceous  Powder ;  yet  being  thus  blended 
and  united,  can  neither  occafion  Stimu¬ 
lations,  Diffolutions,  or  any  thing  that  is 
neceffary  to  produce  a  valuable  Effedt;  ex¬ 
cepting  that  foie  Property  of  deftroying 
the  Acidity  of  the  Fluids,  which  is  the 

C  4  Pr9-* 
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Property  of  both  in  an  uncompounded 
State,  and  that  only  in  the  Primce  Vice. 

iind  that  Mercurial  Medicines  varv 
their  Effects  in.  the  Body,  only  as  the 
Mercurial  Globules  are  differently  corn- 
bin  d  with  Salts,  and  the  Points  of  thefe 
more  or  lefs  broken  by  the  Action  of 
the  Fire,  in  repeated  Sublimations,  Tri¬ 
turations,  in  burning  of  Spirits  upon  ’em, 
or  fuch  like  Management. 

•  There  is  fomething  indeed  efficacious 
in  the  faline  Preparations,  the  Mercury 
being  render’d  foluble  in  the  Fluids  of  the 
Body,  (by  virtue  of  the  faline  Ingredient) 
inch  as  Mercurius  Sublimatus  Quids,  Ta- 
nacea,  Pracipitatum  Viridis,  Mercurius 
vttce.  Arcanum  Cor  allinurn ,  Purpefhum  Mi* 
rnrale,  Puhis  Principis,  &c.  But  thofe 
Preparations  where  Sulphur  enters  the 
-  Compofition,  give  nothing  perceptible  in 
that  Form.  * 

.  And  yet  they  are  the  Capital  Medi¬ 
cines  in  chronic  Cafes,  to  brerfk  through 
all  the  glandular  Qbftrudions,  and  force 
away  thofe  acrimonious  Humours,  which 
corrode,  ulcerate,  deform,  Gfr.  But  thefe 
r  reparations  are  feldom  prefcrib’d  per  fe 
but  rather  in  conjunction  with  other 
Medicines,  perhaps  more  powerful  than 

they  in  curing  the  Diftetnper. 

« • 

This 
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Thus  they  are  become  entitled  to  fuch 
'Encomiums  as  are  generally  bellow’d  upon 
them,  and  for  want  of  a  llridt  Examen  into 
their  Properties,  whether  the  Compofitum,  or 
any  Parts  or  Principles  of  it,  are  capable 
of  Sufpenfion  in  the  Fluids  of  the  Body. 

Hence  it  is  that  fome  of  the  moil  in¬ 
genious  and  learned  Men,  have  imagin’d 
that  Sulphur  bridles  the  fenfible  Appea¬ 
rances  and  Operations  of  mod  adtive  Me¬ 
dicines:  Inftances  of  which  in  natural 
Bodies,  are  Antimony  and  native  Cinna¬ 
bar;  in  artificial  ones,  Mthiops  Mineral, 
and  Cinnabar  of  Antimony:  In  all  which 
the  Mercury  is  fo  bridled  up  by  the  Sul¬ 
phur,  that  none  of  their  fenfible  Opera¬ 
tions  and  Appearances  are  felt,  while 
they  produce  the  mod  wonderful  Changes 
on  animal  Bodies. 

It  is  obfervable,  that  the  Cinnabars  and 
JEthiops  feem  to  be  unadtive  in  the  Bo¬ 
dy;  and  that  they  fuffer  no  Alteration, 
but  come  off  with  the  Excrements  in 
their  proper  Colours :  the  Mercury  lying 
dormant  in  the  Sulphur,  contrary  to  the 
Opinion  of  thofe  who  imagine  the  Vir¬ 
tues  of  Mercury  to  be  exalted  and  railed 
when  brought  into  fuch  a  State  of  In- 
adlivity  as  renders  it  incapable  of  railing 
a  Salivation,  by  being  made  too  grofs,  or 
infoluble  to  enter  the  Ladteal  Velfels, 
and  mix  with  the  Blood*  All 
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All  Mercurial  Preparations  are  thought 
to  diflblve  and  depurate  the  Blood,  pe¬ 
netrate  the  utmoft  Recedes  of  the  Body, 
deoppilate  the  Glands,  free  from  obftrudt- 
ing  Vifcofity,  corredt  the  morbofe  Juices ; 
and  for  thefe  Reafons  they  are  prefcrib’d 
againft  all  cuticular  Eruptions,  St.  An¬ 
thony's  Fire,  the  Itch,  Arthritic-Pains, 
Afthma's,  T ubercula  cruda  of  the  Lungs, 
Ulcers  and  convulfive  Affedtions,  &c . 

But  upon  a  due  Examen,  we  /hall  find 
that  all  the  Preparations,  where  Mercury 
is  combin'd  with  Sulphur,  Turpentine, 
or  the  Tejlacca ,  cannot  poflibly  enter  the 
Ladteals,  but  run  un touch'd  or  fuffer  no 
Alteration  in  their  paffage  through  the 
Xnteftines:  However  the  Sulphur  may 
gently  Simulate  their  Coats,  folicit  a 
Difcharge  of  their  Contents,  and  may 
be  ferviceable  by  its  Subtile  Parts,  and 
likewife  the  Turpentine. 

Both  being  exceeding  penetrative  and 
active  (I  mean  fome  of  their  Principles) 
as  to  pafs  the  fmalleft  Veffel  of  the 
Glands,  and  to  be  carried  to  the  laft  Sub- 
divifion  of  the  Conftitution,  The  Sul¬ 
phur  yields  the  moil  piercing,  adtive,  and 
agreeable  Acid  in  the  World:  Such  as  the 
Spirit,  and  Gas  of  Sulphur,  and  the  like  : 
And  Turpentine  affords  that  fine  /Ethe¬ 
real  Oil  which  penetrates  into  the  leafi: 

and 
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and  fineft  Veflels,  and  the  moft  fecret  Re¬ 
cedes  of  the  Animal  Oeconomy. 

This  is  evident  from  hence,  thofe  who 
take  Sulphur  internally,  their  Clothes  are 
faid  to  fmell  of  it,  and  the  Money  in 
their  Pockets  difcolour’d.  And  how  foon 
do  we  perceive  all  kinds  of  Turpentine 
to  alter  the  urinary  Smell  of  the  Urine, 
into  a  fine  Violet:  Thofe  .  Subtile  and 
Ethereal  Principles  by  their  penetrating 
Nature  and  furprifing  Virtues,  cure  nu¬ 
merous,  ftubborn  and  obftinate  (tem¬ 
pers. 

Thus  by  the  Heat  of  the  Body  only, 
thefe  fubtile  Principles  by  their  admira¬ 
ble  Faculty,  are  made  perceptible  to  the 
Smell  and  the  Senfe;  infinuating  into  the 
fineft  Branches  of  the  Arteries  by  their 
Subtilty  and  Agility,  adding  Strength  in 
their  Courfe  to  their  moving  Fibres,  ex¬ 
citing  them  to  Motion,  opening  Obftruc- 
tions  in  their  Way,  throwing  off*  what 
is  noxious  and  fuperfluous  by  all  the 
Out-lets. 

It  is  difficult  to  forefee  how  the  fa¬ 
mous  Specifick  Mercurius  Ale alifatus  can 
be  of  any  Service  by  way  of  Medicine  to 
cure  Difeafes,  whofe  Seat  are  in  the  Blood 
or  in  the  extreme  Parts.  Since  it  has 
been  already  made  to  appear  (by  the  fore-* 
going  Propofitions  and  Corollary)  that  it 

cannot 
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cannot  pafs  the  ufual  Courfe  into  the 
Ladteals,  thro’  all  the  Meanders  of  the 
Mefentery,  the  Mercury  being  fo  embo¬ 
died  with  the  other  Ingredient  (which  is 
infojuble)  fo  as  not  to  be  feparated  with- 
put  the  help  of  Fire :  Therefore  render’d 
incapable  of  being  fufpended  in  the  Fluids 
of  the  Body. 

, .  .  *  is  demonftrable  that  neither  of 
the  Ingredients  have  any  Subtile  Parts  or 
^Ethereal  Principles,  to  inlinuate  into 
the  Blood :  Notwithftanding  that  Bellojle, 
with  his  *  Friends  and  Acquaintance* 
wou’d  impofe  upon  us  that  Quick-filver 
is  extreme  volatile,  and  that  it  tranfpires 
more  than  any  other  Metal,  which  makes 
It  common  in  Italy  to  be  wore  as  a  Pre- 
fervative  again#  the  Plague,  and  noxious 
Vapours,  &c.  But  we  have  none  at  home 

nor  abroad  fo  abfurd  as  to  gainfay  that 
Crabs-Eyes  is  not  a  kind  of  Calx,  Terra 
Mortua,  or  Damnata,  as  not  containing 
any  fubtile  Principles. 

Not  unlike  thefe  Gentlemen,  are 
thofe  with  us,  who  preferibe  Aqua  Ar- 
gentea  or  Silver  Water;  imagining  that 
the  Mercury  impregnates  the  Water  with 
fuch  a  wonderful  Virtue,  tho’  it  lofes 

nothing 
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nothing  perceivable  in  its  Weight :  And 
to  fupport  this  Chimera,  they  inftance 
the  Pilulce  Terpetuce  which  is  nothing 
but  Regulus  of  Antimony,  whofe  Virtue 
either  in  Form. of  a  Pill,  or  by  frequent 
Infufions,  has  been  imagined  to  be  inex- 
hauftible  f-1 

But  Water  canndt  be  impregnated 
with  the  Mercurial  Spheres  by  boiling 
Quick- filver  therein ;  for  the  Heat  of 
boiling  Water  is  infufficient  to  rarify  its 
Particles,  and  tho*  all  Bodies  are  faid, 
when  put  into  boiling  Water  to  conceive 
a  Heat,  cateris  paribus ,  in  proportion  to 
their  feveral  fpecifick  Gravities,  but  Mer¬ 
cury  alone  is  excepted  upon  account  of 
its  Fluxility,  as  not  being  able  to  ftand 
the  Adtion  of  a  ftrong  Fire,  &c. 

But  it  may  by  way  of  Effay  be  pro- 
pofed  whether  the  Mercury  by  Kirkrin - 
giusJ s  Method  of  diftilling  it  into  a  Li¬ 
quor  or  limpid  Water  per  fey  may  not  by 
that  means  be  fufpended  in  common 
Water,  its  Particles  being  diffufed  and 
render'd  fo  very  minute,  and  fpecifically 
lighter  than  thofe  of  Water :  The  Wa¬ 
ter  to  be  impregnated  being  put  into  the 
connedled  Receivers.  Buts 


t  Vide  Boerhaave’s  New  Method  of  Chymiftry, 
Tranflated  by  P.  Shaw ,  M.  D,  and  E.  Chambers, 
Gent*  P.  3.  P.  306. 
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But  the  common  Method,  to  wit, 
by  boiling,  can  never  effect  it  by  the  molt 
intenfe  Fire :  Becaufe  Water  by  applying 
the  greateft  Degree  of  Fire,  cannot  con¬ 
ceive  a  Heat  above  the  common  Stand¬ 
ard  * :  And  if  the  Experiment  was  made 
in  a  Balneum  Marice  Claufurh,  or  Papine' s 
Digejlor-,  whereby  it  is  faid  the  Water 
becomes  more  intenfly  Hot;  yet  it  can¬ 
not  be  effected  becaufe  of  the  Fluxility 
and  Inftability  of  the  Mercury  prevent¬ 
ing  its  Rarefadtion,  &c. 

Js  it  not  therefore  obvious,  abfurd  and 
ridiculous  to  imagine  that  Quick-Giver 
doth  continually  emanate  by  Irradiation 
or  atomical  Effluviums'}  For  I  know  of 
no  Volatility  it  has  befides  that,  upon 
Divifion  of  its  Spheres  by  the  impelling 
Force  of  Fire  increafing  the  Number  of 
each  Particle  by  Rarefadtion,  ;nto  an  in¬ 
finite  Number;  and  thereby  rendering  it 
fpecifically  lighter  than  Air  it  felf ?  But 
when  thefe  rarify’d  Particles  are  con- 
denfed  and  brought  together  again  (by 
the  t  Pelican ,  or  fuch  like  Velfel,  which 
is  illuftrated  by  the  Preparation  of  Prce- 
cipitatum  per  Je :)  it  immediately  re-afi- 

fumes 
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fumes  its  metallic  Brightnefs  and  Fluid!- 
*ty  retaining  its  numerical  Self.  For, 

The  Fire  cannot  immediately  change 
or  alter  its  Texture,  but  by  repeated 
Impulfes,  when  confined  in  a  proper  Vef- 
fcl  (then  it  will  chafe  away  and  extra- 
vert  its  Sulphurous  Principle)  otherwife 
it  wou’d  go  off  in  a  Vapour,  which  (hews 
its  aptitude  to  feparate  into  fimilar  or  in¬ 
tegral  Parts,  and  its  extreme  Divifibility 
only :  Therefore  how  unreafonable  it  is 
to  urge  and  allure,  that  it  tranfpires,  or 
that  it  has  any  fuch  Subtile  Parts  or  Prin¬ 
ciples  in  its  Competition  (when  Sand 
Heat  can  fcarce  feparate  or  difengage  any 
of  ’em)  as  will  pafs  off  in  Steams,  &c . 
by  the  Heat  of  the  Body  only,  and  thence' 
become  a  Prefervative  againft  the  Plague 
and  noxious  Vapours,  &c.  ? 

Neither  Reafon  nor  the  Knowledge  of 
the  Nature  of  Things  cou’d  direct  us 
to  make  choice  of  Quick- filver  and 
Crabs-Eyes,  and  blend  'em  together  in 
order  to  be  a  Specihck,  and  the  princi¬ 
pal  Ingredient  in  Scorbutick,  Rheuma- 
tick,  and  Venereal  Cafes;  and  to  be  cry’d 
Up  as  an  infallible  Medicine  even  in  an 
Hernia  Varicofa ,  and  in  a  Tumefaction 
of  the  cTeJles  arifing  in  a  Gonorrhoea*  $  it 

not 
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not  being  in  the  leaft  fubjeflied  to  the 
Laws  of  Motion,  which  is  neceffary  to 
convey  it  to  the  intended  Seat  of  Adion, 

That  Medicines  cure  Diftempers  by 
Caufing  different  Impreffions  upon  the 
Stomach  only,  is  not  difficult  to  appre¬ 
hend,  if  we  confider  how  that  in  fome 
Manner  all  Senfation  is  nothing  but 
touching  feveral  Ways  diverfify’d,  and  it 
is  allow  d  by  all,  that  whatever  Senfa¬ 
tion  there  is  in  the  extremity  of  the  Fi¬ 
bre  the  fame  there  is  at  the.  Origin  of  it 
in  the  Brain. 

Thus  by  impreffing  a  brisk  Touch  on 
the  nervous  Tunics  of  the  Stomach,  they 
being  exquifitely  Senfible, ;  the  Force  of 
the  Medicine  is  thence  deriv’d  on  to  the 
minute  Fibres,  Membranes,  Nerves  and 
Brain,  and  fo  very  readily  to  the  Heart 
Arteries,  &c.  by  its  Appendixes  the 
Nerves.  For  the  Nerves,  whofe  one  Ex¬ 
tremity  is  terminated  at  the  common  Sen- 
fory  in  the  Btain,  the  other  is  interwo¬ 
ven  into  every  Point  of  the  Scarf-skin, 
the  Membranes,  the  Coats  of  the  Vef- 
fels,  the  Mufcles  and  the  other  fenfible 
Solids  of  the  Body. 

Befides  what  I  have  already  faid,  if 
we  do  but  confider  the  great  number  of 
Nerves,  which  is  about  the  upper  Orifice 
of  the  Stomach,  renders  it  very  Senfible, 

infomuch 
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mfomuch  that  V an  Helmont  thought  that 
the  Soul  had  its  Relidence  in  that  Part. 
And  from  thence  proceeds  the  great  Sym¬ 
pathy  betwixt  the  Stomach,  Head,  and 
Heart. 

That  a  great  many  Sudorific,  Anti- 
febrific,  Anodyne,  Cardiac,  and  Cephalic 
Medicines,  operate  or  have  their  Seat  of 
Aftion  in  the  Prima  Via,  particularly  the 
Stomach,  will  appear  from  the  following 
Obfervations :  Tho’  Medicines  and  Medi¬ 
cal  Operations  have  place  chiefly  on  the 
Fluids,  yet  the  Solids  being  the  proper 
inftruments  of  Life  and  Animation,  may, 
by  caufing  different  Senfations  therein, 
produce  diverfify’d  Effects  on  the  Fluids 

therein  contain’d. 

'  •  *  ,  . 

1.  We  fee  People  prefently  fweat  upon 
eating  Vinegar,  or  Lemon-juice  (which 
are  fome  of  the  principal  Ingredients  in 
our  Aqua  Theriacalis )  and  that  by  con- 
trading  the  Fibres  plentifully,  and  that 
communicated  to  the  common  Senforium 
in  the  Brain,  and  thence  univerfally  pro¬ 
pagated,  whereby  by  thefe  vellicating 
Shocks  the  milliary  or  fudorific  Glands  are 
comprefs’d,  forcing  thro’  what  is  in  rea- 
dinefs  to  pafs. 

2.  A  large  Dofe  of  the  Cortex,  taken 
about  an  Hour  before  the  Return  of  an 
Ague-fit  (in  which  time  it  cannot  get  out 
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of  the  Stomach,  neither  to  enter  nor  cir- 
culate  With  the  Blood)  will  prevent  its 
Return,  and  that  by  bracing  the  VelTels 
and  penning  up  the  Humours,  and  pre¬ 
venting  the  Eruption  of  the  obftru&ed 
morbid  Matter  into  Adtion. 

3.  In  life  :e  manner  do  Opiates,  by  cauf- 
ihg  a  pleafing  and  agreeable  Senfation  in 
the  Stomach,  inftafitly  remove  any  un¬ 
grateful  Senfation,  allay  twitching  upon 
the  Membranes  of  the  Lungs  and  Bowels, 
and  cOmpofe  the  Diforders  of  the  Womb, 
Or  Hyfterical  Affedions,  that  arife  from 
too  titillating,  or  too  uneafy  Senlations, 
or  any  other  uneafy  or  difagreeable  Senfe. 

4.  Hence  it  is,  that  what  in.  a  proper 
Senfe  is  a  Cordial  mull  be  alfo  a  Cepha¬ 
lic,  as  the  Head  has  the  principal  Share 
in  agreeable  Senfatlons.  And  indeed  in 
fome  refpedts  whatever  is  grateful  to  the 
Solids  in  any  Part,  may  be  term’d  Ce¬ 
phalic,  fince  the  Head  is  the  Origin,  and 
the  Seat  of  the  intelligent  Principle; 
Whereby  as  it  partakes  of  their  Uneafi- 
nefles  at  a  Diftance,  fo  it  alfo  very  agree¬ 
ably  fympathizes  with  their  Releafement 
therefrom. 

We  find  that  fome  Drugs  or  Simples 
have  theii  Virtues  exalted  by  blending 
therewith  another  Ingredient,  and  there 
be  others,  whofe  Virtues  are  likewifeim- 
/  prov’d 
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prov’d  by  taking  away  or  depriving  ’em 
of  their  unadtive  Principles,  wherein  the 
adtive  ones  are  too  clofely  retain’d  or 
wrapp’d  in  :  And  there  be  others  that  are 
not  improv’d  by  either  adding  or  taking 
away.  But  the  Ingredients  that  compofe 
the  Specifick,  Mercurius  Alcalifatus  (par¬ 
ticularly  the  Mercury )  inftead  of  being 

improv’d  by  being  blended  together,  are 
niarr’d. 

The  firft  of  thefe  is  apparent  in  fweet 
Sublimate,  or  Calomel ,  that  is,  Mercury 
embodied  with  acid  Salts.  The  next  in 
Preparations  of  Antimony,  and  particu¬ 
larly  in  the  Mercury  Precipitate  per  fe$ 
whereby  the  Metal  is  deprived  of  its  Sul¬ 
phur,  and  has  left  in  it  illos  aculeos ,  its 
native  Salts  expoftd  to  adl  as  Stimuli ,  not 
unlike  thofe  adventitious  Salts  in  the 
Preparation  of  fweet  Sublimate. 

But  the  Afperity  of  their  Angles  are 
not  fo  acute  and  pungent,  and  thence 
milder  in  Operation,  and  the  Texture, 
Nature  and  Properties  of  the  Metal  are 
not  quite  chang’d.  Therefore  it  is  fupe- 
rior  and  more  excellent  than  all  the  chy-, 
mical  Preparations  of  Mercury  hitherto  dif- 
cover’d  in  thole  Diftempers  ariling  from 
an  acid  Caufe,  whether  they  proceed  from 
too  languid  a  Motion  of  the  Fluids,  or 
from  the  Aliments;  becaufe  it  retains  its 

D  2  edul- 
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edulcorating  Quality,  befides.  thofe  of 
gravitating  and  vellicating,  which  none  of 
the  other  faline  Preparations  do. 

And  the  latter  are  the  Cortex ,  Rhubarb, 
and  a  great  many  more,  which  we  find 
by  Experience  anfwers  better  in  Subftance, 
than  when  their  Textures  are  alter’d  by 
any  means.  Refinous  Tinftures  and  Lx- 
tradls  ought  to  have  their  proper  Salts, 
which  Nature  has  endu’d  them  with  $ 
they  being  better  able  to  difiolve  their 
own  refinous  Parts  (than  by  a  Menjlruum , 
by  the  help  of  any  other  Salt)  that,  both 
may  be  drawn  and  fufpended  in  an  aque¬ 
ous  Menjlruum ,  the  Fluids  of  the  Body. 

For  when  refinous  Subftances  are  taken 
up  in  a  vinous  fubtile  Spirit  they  are 
depriv’d  of  their  proper  Salts,  and  by  a 
Mixture  of  an  aqueous  Liquor,  they  are 
let  fall  again.  To  conclude,  moft  of  the 
Properties  of  Concretes  are  alter’d  and 
chang’d  with  their  Textures. 

When  all  this  is  fumm’d  up,  to  wit, 
the  different  ways  Medicines  affedl  our 
Bodies,  and  the  Nature,  or  effential  Pro¬ 
perties  of  the  Anchora  Salutis ,  or  Mer - 
curius  Alcalifatus'y  it  may  be  reasonable 
to  conclude  that  all  Propofitions,  Axioms, 
Problems  or  Theorems,  or  any  Geome¬ 
trical  or  Mechanical  Method  whatever, 
to  account  for  the  manner  of  its  Ope- 

ration^ 
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ration,  befides  that  of  an  Abforbent  (and 
that  in  the  Primes  Vice)  are  all  thrown 
away  ;  for  it  is  not  in  the  leaft  fub- 
jedted  to  the  Laws  of  Motion,  neither 
can  it  influence  or  atfedt  the  fenfible 
Parts.  The  like  may  be  faid  of  Aqua 
Argent ea,  which  in  order  to  make  lure 
work  with  this  Powder,  is  preferibed  pro 
communi  potu . 

Having  hitherto  been  inveighing  againft 
the  Ufe  of  fome  of  the  Mercurial  Clafs, 
as  being  amafs’d  contrary  to  Realon  and 
the  Nature  of  Things,  it  is  but  reafon- 
able  to  expedt  that  we  fhould  here  iub- 
ftitute  a  proper  Succ edaneum  in  lieu  of 
?em :  And  that  we  fhall  do  by  compound¬ 
ing  the  Mercury  with  fuch  Subftances 
as  are  confonant  to  the  general  Propofi- 
tions  laid  down,  of  whole  Evidence  we 
may  be  abfolutely  certain,  and  from 
whence  we  have  inferred  a  Chain  of  Con- 
clufions  equally  as  certain. 

Conf.  fruffi  Cynojbat .  P.  iii. 

Hydrargyr .  purijjim.  P.  ii. 

Syr.  Althea  Fernel .  q.j. 

M.  agitetur  miftura  in  mortano  roitreo  vel 
lapideo ,  ad  feparationem  totalem  Ply  dr  ar - 
gyri. 

There  are  Two  Ways  of  applying 
crude  Mercury  to  raife  a  Salivation  ; 
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the  One  external,  by  mixing  it  with  fome 
vifcid  Matter  to  divide  its  Spheres  and  keep 
’em  afunder.Then  it  is  mix’d  wiih  Axungiam 
Swines  Greafe  (into  an  Unguent)  to  deftroy 
the  Vifcidity  of  the  Matter  which  held 
the  Mercurial  Spheres  afunder,  and  to  re¬ 
lax  the  cutaneous  Glands,  whereby  they 
are  render’d  more  patent  and  diftradiile, 
and  the  Mercurial  Particles  being  thus 
loofely  interfpers’d  thro’  the  Compound,  ' 
might  the  more  readily  enter  the  Pores 
of  the  Skin  upon  Fri&ion. 

The  Manner  of  introducing  it  inter¬ 
nally  into  the  Blood,  with  any  Certainty, 
hath  lain  undifeover’d  till  this  Day:  And 
the  Difcovery  of  that  of  Undtion  to  raife 
a  Ptyalifm,  was  owing  to  Chance,  to  wit, 
a  Phyfician  of  Bologne ,  having  read  in 
Avicenne  and  Mefne  two  ^r^^-Authors, 
That  Mercury  apply ’d  externally  was  pro¬ 
per  for  the  Lepra,  and  fome  kind  of  Puf- 
tules,  particularly  the  Scabies ,  or  the  Itch  5 
had  a  mind  to  try  it  in  a  Pocky-Itch:  a  Sali¬ 
vation  was  thereupon  unexpe&edly  raifed, 
and  the  Patient  cur’d  not  only  of  the 
Itch,  but  of  his  Pox,  The  fame  Arab- 
Authors  obferv’d,  that  they  who  drink 
crude  Mercury  in  a  large  Quantity  re¬ 
ceiv’d  no  hurt.  And  when  taken  in  leffer 
Dofes,  it  was  not  attended  with  any  In¬ 
convenience, 
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The  Mercury  readily  incorporates  with 
this  Mixture  :  But  the  Conferve  ought  to 
be  made  from  the  Pulp  of  Hips  when 
become  mellow.  And  the  Syrup  ought  to 
have  fome  Gum  Arabick  and  Figs  in  its 
Compofition,  to  anfwer  the  Intention  of 
Boerhaavey  during  a  Salivation,  to  relax 
the  Glands,  and  to  render  them  yielding, 
pliable  and  didradlile  with  Ptifan  or 
Decottum  Pefforale.  But  fpecial  Care  mud 
be  taken  to  keep  due  Confidence,  a  very 
fmall  Portion  of  the  Syrup  to  render  the 
Conferve  agitable,  and  not  to  dedroy  its 
Glutinofity,  increafing  or  diminifhing  the 
Proportion  of  Mercury  to  that  of  the 
Conferve,  according  to  the  Intention  of 
the  Prefcriber, 

When  it  is  thus  compounded,  it  may 
be  kept  in  the  Shops  for  extempora¬ 
neous  Practice,  it  being  a  proper  Ba - 
Jis  for  mod  of  our  Eledtuaries,  Bolus's 
and  Pills,  in  what  Cafes  foever,  where 
either  the  Cinnabars  or  JEthiops  were 
judg’d  proper;  which  I  think  is  a  dif¬ 
fident  Encomium .  And  moreover  it  is 
very  agreeable  and  palatable,  pleafant, 
and  grateful  to  the  Tade,  which  is  but 
a  fmall  Recommendation  indeed ;  but 
when  I  fay  it  corredts,  fuccefsfully  and 
mod  efficaciouflyand  fuddenly,  all  Taints 
proceeding  from  the  venereal  Virus ,  the 
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Lttes,  the  Itch,  Leproiies,  fcorbutic,  and 
fcrophulous  Ulcers  ;  thefe  and  all  cuta- 
rieous  Foulneffes,  it  radically  extirpates, 
and  almoft  all  Diftempers  arifmg  from 
fiz y  Juices. 

The  Manner  how  crude  Mercury  is 
fometimes  per  accidens  convey’d  into  the 
Blood  by  the  Lacfteals,  is  at  prelent  pret¬ 
ty  ^  much  canvafs  d.  But  the  Mercury 
being  prepar  d  after  this  manner,  there  is 
a  Caule  qualify ’d  to  produce  the  fame 
conftant  and  immutable  Effedts,  2  Caufa 
per  Je  $  whereby  it  may  with  Certainty 
be  convey'd  into  the  Blood  internally. 

And  in  Confirmation  thereof,  and  to 
prevent  or  obviate  Scepticifm,  this  Elec- 
tuarium  Polychrejlum  (as  I  may  juftly  call 
it)  taken  from  two  Scruples  to  a  Drachm 
twice  or  thrice  a-day,  and  that  for  few 
Days  fucceftiveiy,  it  will  occafion  a  fetid 
Breath,  a  Soreneis  of  the  Mouth  and  Gums 
and  if  perfifted  much  longer  will  raife  a 
Sahvation,  the  Exceptions  in  Propofition 
the  fir  ft  being  excepted. 

Hence  it  appears  too  difficult  a  Task 
to  reduce  the  juft  Quantities  and  Proporl 
nous  of  crude  Mercury  admitted  into  the 
Blood,  m  all  Bodies,  to  an  exadl  Calcu- 

w  i°r  m  lfJ,  ,d°Wn  a  Sencral  Maxim 
which  will  hold  good  with  refpefl:  to  all 

Gpnftituuons.  And  to  direct  the  Courfe 
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of  the  Mercury  to  promote  or  increafe 
any  one  Secretion  as  that  of  Salivation, 
by  retarding  or  retaining  another,  is  the 
work  of  a  judicious  and  experienc’d  Phy- 
fician. '  But  when  neither  of  thofe  Ex¬ 
ceptions  that  are  excepted,  do  fruftrate  its 
conftant  and  uniform  way  of  adting,  ic  is 
fadt  that  it  will  raife  a  Salivation,  &c. 

Therefore  what  remains  is,  that  we 
account  how  the  Mercury  being  thus 
compounded  enters  the  Ladteals.and  is  ca¬ 
pable  of  Sufpenfion  in  the  Fluids  of  the 
Body.  T o  proceed  : 

YVhen  the  Mercury  is  very  minutely 
and  infinitely  divided  and  incorporated 
with  the  other  Ingredients,  and  that  by 
agitating  and  pounding,  the  Globules  are 
feparated  and  placed  beyond  the  Spheres 
of  Attradtion,  or  fo  envelop’d  therein,  or 
the  Vifcofity  and  Glutinofity  of  the  Con- 
ferve,  is  fuperior  to  that  of  Attradtion, 
whereby  they  cannot  fegregate,  join  and 
cohere;  for  the  Mercurial  Spheres,  when 
they  approach  and  touch,  or  are  come  to 
feel  each  other  attradlive  Power,  will  on 
Contadl  immediately  join.  And, 

Though  the  Particles  of  Mercury  are 
fo  clofely  retain’d  by  the  other  Ingre¬ 
dients,  yet  upon  the  Approach  of  Wa¬ 
ter  (or  any  aqueous  Fluid)  there  is  a 
mutual  Attradtion  between  the  laccharine 
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or  *  Saline,  and  mucilaginous  Ingredi- 
ents  and  the  aqueous  Fluid;  the  having 
a  natural  Difpofition  to  attract  and  join 
with  each  other  (It  being  the  conftituent 
Charafter  of  a  Saline  Body  to  be  diflp- 
luble  in  Water,  and  Water  is  likewife 
the  beft  Menftruum  to  diffolve  Mucilagi¬ 
nous  and  Gummy  Subilances.)  Hence  a 
ready  Solution  of  the  Compound,  and 
the  Mercurial  Spheres  are  thereby  difenT 
gaged,  extricated,  or  unintangled;  and  fet 
afloat  in  the  Fluids  of  the  Stomach  and 
Inteftines,  and  therein  fufpended. 

Partly  and  chiefly  becaufe  Mercury, 
upon  Divifion  of  its  Spheres  their  Gra? 
yities  decreafe  in  a  triplicate  Proportion 
of  their  Diameters;  but  their  Superficies 
only  in  a  duplicate ;  and  upon  another 
Account  the  Particles  of  the  Fluids  in¬ 
tervening  keep  them  from  ContaCt  The: 
mutual  Attractions  of  its  Spheres  being 
infufiicient  to  drive  the  Particles  of  the 
Fluids  out  of  their  Places,  that  the  at¬ 
tracting  Mercurial  Particles  may  con¬ 
gregate,  fociate,  and  unite.  And  this  is 
apparent  when  Water  has  got  aniongft 
the  Spheres  of  Quick-filver,  that  they 
will  not  eafily  unite.  Be- 

*  Vide  Dr  .Stare's  Vindication  of  Sugars.  The 
Figure  of  the  Salt  or  Cryftal  of  Sugar,  is  a  Prifm 
having  Two  Balls  oppoiite,  equal,  and  parallel;  the 
other  are  Parallelograms. 
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Befidcs  what  has  been  already  faid,  it 
may  be  fomething  more  than  a  bare 
Hypothejis ,  that  the  Conferve  or  any  other 
vifcous  Pulp,  by  adding  a  greater  Con¬ 
fluence  to  the  Fluids,  particularly  our 
potable  Liquors,  and  thence  a  greater  * 
Refiftance.  (Water  may  dilTolve  all  Bo¬ 
dies,  even  the  heavieft  and  moft  com- 
padt,  as  Metals*  inafmuch  as  they  are 
capable  of  being  reduc'd  into  a  Saline 
Form:)  That  is,  caufing  the  Cohefion 
of  the  Parts  of  the  Fluids  equal  to  the 
Excefs,  which  there  is  of  fpecifick  Gra¬ 
vity  in  thofe  comminuted  Mercurial 
Particles  above  the  Fluids:  Thus  it  im¬ 
pregnates  the  Chyle  with  its  infinite 
fmall  Particles,  and  by  its  Weight  forc¬ 
ing  open  the  Mouths  of  the  Ladteals,  it 
is  convey'd  into  the  Blood,  meeting  in 
its  Paflage  with  the  gelatinous  Lympha 
(which  is  vifcous  and  clammy  when 
cold)  and  after  that  the  ferum  of  the 
Blood,  which  is  ftill  a  mucilaginous 
Fluid  of  equal  if  not  of  greater  denfity, 
confequently  mayeafily  be  buoy'd  therein. 

The  Porofity  of  Water  (which  is  the 
common  Balls  of  all  Fluids  except  f 
Mercury)  is  fo  very  great,  that  there  is 

ac 

*  Corporis  refijientia  provenit  dmaterice  quantitate. 
Elementa  Medicine  Archibald.  Pitcairn.  Prop.  XXX. 

f  Hales  s  Chymio  Statical  Experiments.  P,  19^. 
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at  leaft  forty  times  as  much  Space  as 
Matter  in  it.  (For  it  is  obferved  that 
when  Salt  is  infufed  in  Water,  it  does 
not  fill  the  Veflel  in  proportion  to  its 
own  bulk ,  whence  it  follows  that  there 
muft  be  fome  little  Spaces  between  its 
Particles,  to  admit  thofe  of  the  Salt.) 
Therefore  its  denfity  may  be  increafed, 
by  having  its  Spaces  (which  are  fo  large 
as  to  be  pervious  on  all  Sides)  impleted 
or  filled  with  this  vifcous  and  faline 
Matter :  The  Particles  wherewith  the 
Element  was  before  impregnated,  to  wit, 
that  of  the  Grape  or  Barley,  had  not  fo 
faturated  it  as  not  to  be  capable  of  re¬ 
ceiving  any  more  Matter.  By  thefe 
means  the  Mercurial  Particles  may  be 
fufpended  in  the  Chyle,  enter  the  Lac- 
teals*  and  pervade  the  whole  Habit. 

It  is  the  Opinion  of  a  great  many,  that 
if  they  cou’d  but  load  the  Blood  with 
Quick-filver,  without  any  fenfible  Ope¬ 
ration,  as  that  of  Salivation:  that  it 
woo’d  remove  the  moft  obftinate  Dif- 
eafes.  But  this  is  not  feafible,  neither  by 
the  help  of  Sulphur,  nor  even  by  any 
Preparation  of  Gold;  unlefs  they  could 
deprive  it  of  its  fpecifick  Gravity  (which 
it  will  retain  in  all  Forms)  by  which 
infeparable  Property  it  produces  the 

Effefr  *  r 
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What  has  put  Phyficians  upon  this 
way  of  Thinking  and  Experimenting  was 
a  fmall  Treatife  of  a  French  Phylician 
M.  Chicoyneau,  Chancellor  of  the  Uni- 
verfuy  of  Montpelier ,  where  he  doth  en¬ 
deavour  to  prove,  that  a  Salivation  it  felf 
contributes  nothing  to  the  Cure  of  the 
Lues,  but  is  rather  prejudicial  thereto; 
and  that  the  Salutary  Effects  of  Mercu¬ 
ry  are  independent  of  any  Evacuation  at 
all ;  and  that  it  afts  purely  as  a  Specifick. 

’Tis  without  Reafon,  therefore,  he 
urges  that  Venereal  Patients  are  put  to 
the  Torture  of  a  Salivation,  fince  the 
full  Effeft  of  the  Medicine  .is  had  with¬ 
out  carrying  Matters  to  that  Extremity. 
The  Salivation  being  only  an  Accident  to 
the  Cure,  which  is  effe&ually  obtain’d 
by  a  Mercurial  Unguent  rubb’d  on  the 
Joints  in  fuch  Quantities,  and  at  fuch 
Intervals,  as  not  to  raife  any  Salivation. 
He  fupports  the  whole  by  the  Experi¬ 
ence  of  Forty  or  Fifty  Cures  wrought  in 
one  Year  by  this  New  Method. 

In  Anfwer  to  which  the  late  learned 
and  experienced  Phyfician  Dr.  Friend,  in 
his  Hiftory  of  Phyfick,  tells  us,  that  “  Not- 
“  withftanding  all  the  different  Methods, 
“  which  the  moll  skilful  Phyficians  have 
“  attempted  for  above  two  hundred  Years, 
“  and  all  the  bold  Affurances  the  Preten- 
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**  ders  to  Noftrums  and  Specificks  have 
“  given  out,  I  may  ft  ill  venture  to  fay 
“  that  the  moft  eflfedtual  Cure  in  the 
“  Judgment  of  thofe  who  underftand  it 
“  beft,  is,  when  the  Evil  is  very  malig- 
“  nant  and  inveterate,  by  Salivation  j  and 
“  not  only  fo,  but  that  Experience  has 
fhewn  us,  that  a  Salivation  rais’d  by 
“  Undtion,  anfwers  more  certainly,  in 
foch  terrible  Cales,  than  one  produc’d 
“  by  internal  Medicines.  Give  me  leave 
■**  to  conclude  with  another  Remark,  that 
“  the  great  Effe<ft,  which  Mercury  has  in 
“  .curing  this  Difeafe,  lies  chiefly,  if  not 
“  folely,  in  promoting  the  Flux.” 

For  tho  great  things  have  been 
“  faid  of  Undtion  and  other  Mercurial 
“  Applications,  efpecially  of  late  from 
”  Montpelier ,  even  when  they  have  pro- 
“  duced  no  Salivation  at  all,  or  at  leaft  a 
“  very  imperfedt  one,  there  is  reafon  to 

“  fufpedt  fuch  a  Cure  as  this  wou’d  be 
“  only  palliative.” 

However  we  are  fure  the  very  fame 
“  Method  has  been  often  try’d  among 
our  felves,  but  ieldom  or  never  found 
“  Upon  the  beft  Obfervation  to  fuccee(j. 

“  np°n  the  whole,  whatever  Boafts  have 
been  made  in  thele  later  times,  of  find- 
“  ing  out  a  more  infallible  Art  of  Curing, 

I  am  perfuaded  it  wou’d  be  the  moft 

“  fecure. 
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“  fecure,  as  well  as  the  mod  honeft  way 
“  to  tread  in  the  Steps  of  our  Anceftors ; 

who,  among  good  Remarks  they  have 

left  us  concerning  the  Venereal  Diftem- 
cc  per,  have  fet  this  down  as  on$,  that 
“  the  freer  and  larger  the  Salivation  is, 
<c  the  more  effectual  and  lafting  is  the 
“  Cure.” 

That  the  Salutary  Effeds  of  Mercury, 
are  not  independent  of  any  Evacuation 
at  all,  will  no  doubt  appear  when  the 
Thing  is  examin'd  after  Sanffiorius  s  Me¬ 
thod:  For  it  frequently  increafes  the  uri¬ 
nary  Difcharge,  and  other  fenfible  Excre¬ 
tions,  and  probably  occasions  the  Glands 
ofinfenfible  Perfpiration  to  fecern  more 
likewife.  And  that  it  doth  not  ad:  pure¬ 
ly  as  a  Specifick,  may  be  juftly  queftion'd, 
from  Cures  wrought  by  Calomel  and  Mer - 
curius  Dulcis  (or  it  mu  ft  be  granted  that 
it  may  be  effeded  either  way)  which  are 
Mercury  diffolvM  by  the  Acid  of  Vitriol, 
and  its  Spheres  become  permanent  and 
fix'd,  by  this  Pontick  Liquor,  or  Acid 
Salt ;  and  fo  faturated  with  it  as  not  to 
be  able  to  receive  any  more,  unlefs  it 
can  be  prov'd  that  it  may  be  impregnated 
(as  Water)  with  fome  Salts  of  different 
Species  or  Figure,  after  being  faturated 
with  another  kind. 
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'  * 

Till  then,  it  cannot  be  fuppofcd  that 
thefe  work  a  Cure  by  Abforbing,  Obtund- 
ing,  and  Blunting  the  Points  of  the  Virus 
dr  malign  Salt§;  (or  it  were  fheathing 
or  wrapping  them  up  in  fome  of  the  Par¬ 
ticles  of  the  Medicine)  But  rather  fecret- 
ed  and  carried  off*  by  the  EmunCtories,  by 
virtue  of  the  noble  Evacuators:  which 
by  dilating  the  fine  capillary  Channels 
and  increafing  the  Impetus  and  Motion  of 
the  Fluids,  they  deterge  and  expel  the 
Hiorbifick  Matter. 

But  granting  that  Crude  Mercury  per- 
fdrilis  a  Cure  purely  as  a  Specific^  as  no 
doubt  it  doth  in  part,  tho’  not  folely,  is  con¬ 
firm’d  from  the  *  Obfervation  of  a  Saliva¬ 
tionbeing  raifed  by  crude  Mercury,  anfwers 
more  certainly:  But  to  obviate  the  Ob¬ 
jection,  it  is  faid  that  the  internal  Exhi¬ 
bition  of  Mercurials  are  thrown  off  by  the 
greater  Out-lets,  becaufe  they  circulate 
only  thro’  the  greater  Blood-Veffels  :  And 
that,  that  by  XnunCtion  doth  immediate¬ 
ly  inliiluate  it  felf  into  the  fmalleft  Capil¬ 
lary  ones,  where  its  Virtue  and  Efficacy 
is  moft  wanted.  Therefore  this  extraor¬ 
dinary  Effedt,  is  chiefly  afcrib’d  to  the 
Manner  of  introducing  it  into  the  Blood, 
and  not  to  a  Specifick  Virtue  in  the 
Mercury.  .  And 

*  Vide  Dr.  Friend's  Hiltory  of  Phyfick.  Vol.  2 . 
Page  3^4* 
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And  moreover,  it  is  manifeft  from  Rca- 
fon  and  Matter  of  Fa<ft,  that  Calomel  and 
Mercurhis  Dulcis,  given  in  fmall  Dofes, 
and  due  Intervals,  (by  which  means  they 
gradually  pervade  the  fmalleft  Capillary- 
Veilels)  have  likewife  perform’d  great 
Cures  j  tho’  the  Mercury  and  acid  Salt  are 
in  a  Conjunct  State,  and  which  have  af- 
fumed  neuter  Faculties  not  to  be  depre- 
hended  in  either  Singular;  the  Mercury 
being  deprived  of  its  alcaline  Property.  For, 
The  other  Ingredient  (to  wit,  the  acid 
Salt)  is  fo  eminent  in  the  Aftri&ive  (by 
virtue  of  its  Acidity)  that  in  Ilcemorrhages 
both  internal  and  external,  it  performs 
what  other  Reftringents  or  Emplajlicks 
fail  in.  And  Quick-filver  aims  at  no  other 
than  its  Weight  or  Gravity  (unlefs  that  of 
deftroying  the  corrofive  Faculty  of  the 
Liquors)  is  capable  to  produce ;  by  which 
foie  Property  it  will  do  wonders  in  the 
Cure  of  Difeafes.  And  upon  its  Coalition 
with  an  acid  Salt  (as  in  the  Preparation 
of  Calomel ,  &c.)  it  will  remove  mod:  ob- 
ftinate  Difeafes  by  Vomit,  Stool,  Urine, 
Sweat  and  Salivation. 

The  Manner  of  crude  Mercury’s  pro¬ 
moting  Secretions  is  not  after  the  ordinary 
Mode,  but  different  from  all  other  Medi¬ 
cines.  For  moll,  if  not  all,  by  virtue  of 
the  faline  Principle  that  enters  the  Com- 
pofition,  by  its  Subtility  or  atcenuat- 
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ing  Power,  that  is,  thinning  the  Fluids, 
or  by  the  Action  of  which  Principle  upon 
the  excretory  Glands,  contracting  and 
fqueezing  'em.  But  this,  confuting  of 
fpherical  Particles,  cou’d  never  occafion 
thofe  Stimulations,  or  attenuate  primarily 
the  *  Fluids,  either  of  which  Properties 
are  chiefly  and  generally  the  Caufe  that 
produces  thefe  Effects. 

Therefore  it  muft  be  folely  produc'd 
by  the  Momentum  of  its  Gravity  caufing  a 
greater  Velocity  of  the  Fluids;  Qujck- 
filver  being  (by  Computation)  fpecifically 
heavier  than  Blood,  nearly  as  Thirteen  to 
One,  %aCts  in  proportion  with  a  ftronger 
Impulle  (— partiumque  jluentiiim  motus ,  in 
data  froportione  ad  gravitationemy  vel  an - 
getur  ojel  minuitur.)  and  increafes  the  Se¬ 
cretions  at  all  the  Glands  of  the  Body. 

For  the  Quantity  feparated  in  every 
Gland  is  in  a  compounded  Proportion  of 
the  Celerity  of  the  Fluids  at  the  refpec- 
tive  Orifices ;  and  the  Orifices  themfelves 
of  the  feparating  Canals :  Hence  it  is  that 
it  diflblves  univerfally  the  Cohefions  of 
the  Blood,  and  equally  and  indifferently 
increafes  the  Quantity  of  every  Secretion. 

One  great  Objection  againft  the  Ufe  of 
crude  Mercury,  is,  that  the  heavy  Particles 
of  it  are  apt  to  lodge  in  the  Literjiices  of 

the 

•^TTrririi  mu'i  ■  m  w  ^|i  u  i*m  i  it  mi.,,, m  n  in  ■■  ■  ■  ■■  .■  m 

*  (Side  I  he  Preface  to  my  DiJJ'ertation  on  the  Ops" 
Tation  of  Ghalybeat  Medicines. 
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the  Fibres  and  Cells  of  the  Bones,  for 
want  of  being  endu'd  with  a  proper  Sti¬ 
mulus.  For  the  feveral  Preparations  of 
Mercury  that  are  intimately  combin'd 
with  Salts,  will,  by  the  Irritation  of  thefe, 
be  eafily  and  fully  thrown  out  at  the  Or¬ 
gans  of  Secretion,  till  the  Blood  is  quite 
difcharg’d  of  its  Load. 

Inftances  of  which  we  have  from  ISFzc* 
Fontan .  and  likewife  from  Eujiachius 
Rudus ,  who  fay,  that  fome  Bodies  have 
been  diffeded,  in  which  no  fmall  Quan¬ 
tity  of  Quick-filver  hath  been  colleded 
in  the  Interjiices  of  the  Mufcles,  and  Ca~ 
vities  of  the  Bones,  from  the  Undion  in 
the  Lues  Venerea ,  who  notwithftanding 
have  liv'd  many  Years  after  the  Undion 
in  perfed  Health. 

And  I  am  inform'd  by  an  expert  Chy- 
mift,  that  he,  in  drawing  the  Spirit, 
and  volatile  Salt,  from  human  Skulls^ 
found  Quick-filver  in  the  Recipient  after 
Diftillation,  which  was  lodg'd  in  the 
Pores  and  Lamina  of  the  Skulls.  And  the 
very  learned  and  ingenious  •f  Dr.  Mead \ 
has  found  once  fome  Quantity  of  it  in*he 
Ferinaum  of  a  Subjed  that  was  taken  from 
the  Gallows  for  a  Diffedion. 

We  have  from  good  Authorities,  as 
well  as  our  own  Experience,  the  ill  Ef- 

E  2  feds 
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feds  of  crude  Mercury  both  inwardly  and 
outwardly  3  but  generally  it  is  through  an 
improportionate  Dofe,  or  the  unskilful 
Preparation 3  and  I  do  think  that  we  may 
judge  it  innoxious,  if  convey’d  into  the 
Body  by  the  Mouth,  a  pure  Spanijh ,  or 
Hungarian  Cinnabarin  Mercury,  that  is, 
in  puris  naturalibus  (not  impregnated  with 
malign  Bodies,  fuch  as  Arfenical  or  Bit- 
muthal  Atoms,  &c.)  and  that  by  the  Ad¬ 
vice  of  the  learned  and  skilful  in  the  Pro- 
feffion :  but  not  to  be  given  prepofteroully 
by  Bmpiricks,  and  at  random.  And, 

We  have  in  the  Hiftory  of  Phyfick  a 
great  many  Inftanccs  of  its  pernicious  Ef¬ 
fects  by  its  lodging  in  feveral  Parts  of  the 
Body  3  but  the  only  extraordinary  one,  is  the 
||  Cafe  of  the  ingenious  Dr.  Francis  Fuller , 
who  upon  wearing  a  Quick-filver  Girdle, 
for  the  Cure  of  the  Itch,  (and  that  after  an 
inconfiderate  and  rafh  manner)  was  brought 
under  a  violent  Spafmodiok  Diftemper, 
which  was  fuppofed  by  himfelf  and  others 
to  be  owing  to  fome  Mercurial  Particles 
lodg’d  in  fome  excretory  Ducts  of  the  Brain. 

But  it  may  be  reafonable  to  imagine  the 
Diftemper  to  proceed  partly  or  jointly  from  ? 
that  Pforadick  bait,  which  the  Mercurial 
Particles  had  repelled  and  united  themfelves 
thereto,  and  were  tranllated  upon  the  Me - 


II  Fide  The  Appendix  to  his  Medkina  Gymnajlka, 
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ninges  of  the  Brain,  and  its  Appendixes , 
the  Nerves. 

Though  Quick- filver  has  been  often 
found  in  the  Interjlices  of  the  Fibres,  and 
Cells  of  the  Bones  when  tranfmitted  into 
the  Body  ab  extra:  Yet  to  obviate  the 
like  Objection  when  it  enters  the  Body  by 
the  Ladleals  (where  Circulation  com¬ 
mences)  it  is  inftantly  carried  on  by  the 
Force  of  Circulation  till  it  paffes  off  by 
fome  of  the  Out-lets. 

But  when  it  is  forc'd  into  the  Blood 
through  the  Sides  of  the.Cuticular  Arte¬ 
ries,  fome  Particles  may  get  into  the  Inter¬ 
jlices  of  the  Fibres,  infinuating  and  pene¬ 
trating  the  Subftance  of  the  Nerves  and 
Solids,  which  will  alter  their  whole  Sub- 
fiance  and  Adtion,  and  fo  caufe  Spafmo- 
dick  Diftempers,  or  even  an  univerfal 
Palfy. 

Whether  this  is  conclufive,  I  (hall  not 
take  it  upon  me  to  determine:  But  we 
have  reafon  to  believe  that  in  a  fliort  time 
(from  fo  many  experimenting)  we  fhall  be 
better  acquainted  with  the  good  or  bad 
Effedts  of  this  Mineral  $  and  whether  at 
any  time  its  heavy  Particles  do  lodge  in 
any  Part  of  the  Body,  as  the  Cellule  or 
,  Vejicul £  adipofa ,  or  the  Interjlices  of  the 
Fibres,  and  Pores  of  the  Skin,  &c .  when 
taken  by  the  Mouth. 

E  3  And 
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«'  And  that  without  being  detrimental 
to  the  animal  Functions.  For  aithoJ  the 
+  Fumes  of  this  Mineral  receiv'd  by  In¬ 
spiration,  may  be  very  injurious,  and  caufe 
immediate  Death  ;  yet  the  Heat  of  our 
Bodies  is  not  fufhcient  to  diflodge  or  dif- 
engage  any  of  its  Principles,  or  caufe  its 
a£ti  ve  Spheres  to  afcend  in  Vapour*  Halitus% 
or  Smoke,  &c. 

That  Mercury  may  be  prepar’d  fo  as  to 
approach  the  neareft  of  any  thing  in  Na¬ 
ture  to  (the  Dejidemta,  or)  what  has  been, 
fo  much  defir’d,  an  Univerfal  Medicine 
ftrited  to  the  Cure  of  all  Difeafes,  will  ap¬ 
pear  when  it  is  confider’d  that  the  Animal 
Body  is  nothing  but  a  Machine,  whofe 
Actions  and  Motions  are  all  perform'd  by 
Fluids fecern’d  from  the  Blood,  andthat  Se¬ 
cretion  is  the  Spring  of  all  Anima  1 F  undions« 

I  fay  therefore,  iince  Life  and  Health 
depend  upon  the  becretions,  (fo  likewife 
muft  all  Difeafes,  which  are  laid  to  be  uni- 
verfally  in  the  Blood,  and  many  of  thole 
which  affeft  particular  Parts)  and  fince  the 
principal  Effed  of  Mercury  is  to  diifolve 
univcrfally  all  the  Cohefions  of  the  Blood5 
and  like  a  Mafter-key,  opens  Works  of  dif¬ 
ferent  Textures  and  Combinations;  Scour¬ 
ing  and  deterging  the  Canals,  and  deftroy- 

ing 

f  tumus  Mercurii  (qui  ut  larvatus  femper  eft  to, - 
men  Mercunus)  jiatim  tarymem  pracludit  &  confirm- 
He! mon t. 
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ing  the  Corrofivenefs  of  the  Obftru&ions, 
infomuch,  that  it  may  (in  a  manner)  be 
juftly  called  a  Catholicon.  For, 

Every  one  will  readily  grant  that  a  pro¬ 
per  Fluidity  in  the  Blood  is  highly  necef- 
fary  to  procure  a  free  and  equable  Circu¬ 
lation  ;  by  means  whereof,  the  Veffels  are 
kept  always  open,  ObftruFdons  prevented. 
Excretions  fecured,  Stagnations  and  Im¬ 
purities  of  the  Juices  hinder’d,  and  the 
Caufes  of  Difeafes  cut  off, 

But  whenever  this  free  and  equable  Mo¬ 
tion  is  obftrudted,  whether  by  an  over¬ 
charge  of  Humours,  their  Vifcofity,  or  by 
Weaknefs  in  the  Spring  or  Tenfion  of  die 
moving  Fibres,  it  becomes  an  immediate 
Occafion  to  Difeafes,  efpecially  thofe  we 
term  Chronical:  And  crude  Mercury  tranf- 
mitted  into  the  Blood,  may  anfwer  all  the 
Intentions  of  Cure,  if  affifted  by  Chaly- 
*  beats,  (it  will  adhere  and  amalgam  to  all 
other  Metals,  but  not  at  all  to  Iron)  the 
Cortex  and  other  corroborating  Medi¬ 
cines  to  brace  the  relax’d  Solids.  And  any 
Ingredient  that  promotes  any  oneeecietion 
more  particularly,  will  be  a  means  to 
caufe  the  Mercury  chiefly  to  affeft  thofe 
Strainers,  and  make  its  Exit  by  them. 

Among  all  the  Preparations  of  Mercury , 
none  are  fo  promifing  in  anfwering  all  the 
Intentions  of  Cure,  as  Pracipitatum  per  fe: 

For  befides  the  Properties  of  Qmck-filver, 
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it  has  that  of  a  Stimulus,  (which  caufes  the 
Part  upon  which  it  adts  to  contract)  its 
own  Salts  being  render’d  aftive,  quick,  pe¬ 
netrating,  and  uniheath ’d.  And  befides 
thofe  poffefs’d  by  the  Panacea  Mercurialrs 
Calomel^  or  fweet  Sublimate,  it  retains  in 
fome  meafure  that  Angular  alterative  t 
v  inue  of  the  Metal  when  crude,  which  is 
lufficientiy  demonftrated  by  the  following 
eni  ,  to  wit,  Aqua  Forth  makes  no 
Sol imon  when  pour’d  upon  Calomel ,  but 
reac  oy  diffolves  Pracipitatum  per  fe. 

1  his  Medicine  is  excellent  in  the  Lues 
Venerea,  (and  in  feveral  chronic  Cafes) 
where  frequent  Debauches  and  long  Courfes 
of  ufelefs  Fay  lick,  have  over-relax’d  theSo- 
hds,  and  brought  the  whole  Machine  into 
a  kind  of  Marajmus ,  and  where  the  Im¬ 
petus  of  the  Blood  is  become  fo  weak  and 
languid,  and  its  Motion  fo  flow  and  irre¬ 
gular  as  to  permit  the  morbific  Particles  to 
actraht  one  another  in  the  Blood,  and  to 
irritate  the  nervous  Fibres  more  or  lefs  ac~ 


co 


rding 


!hls  f,ed  Precipitate  (which  i/fuppofed  to  be  mere 
Mercury)  with  its  own  Sulphur  extravert^H  e  J 
dily  enough  diffblve  in  that  Liannr  A  nd  ref 
Hxperimenta  &  Obfervatwes  plyftc*.  ‘ 
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cording  to  the  Matter  contain’d,  and  by 
its  Acrimony,  produce  thence  frequently 
Solutio  continui ,  whence  follow  Pains,  Tet- 
tars.  Warts,  Ulcers,  and  Shankers. 

In  fuch  a  Cafe,  the  hoftile  or  offending 
Particles  require  to  be  carried  off  by  equal 
Secretions,  rather  than  by  any  one  Emunc— 
tory  of  the  Body.  The  Neceffity  of  which 
is  occafion’d  by  the  EfFedts  of  this  Hedti- 
cal  Difpofition,  and  the  over  Relaxation 
or  i*  laccidity  of  the  mufcular  Parts  renders 
Nature  unable  to  bear  any  particular  Se¬ 
cretion  without  being  attended  with  a 
Languor,  Lipotbymia,  or  a  great  Diflur- 
bance :  Therefore  the  leaft  Inconveniency 
follows  upon  equal  Secretion  at  all  the 
Emundlories. 


To  produce  this  good  EfFedt,  the  Pra~ 
cipitatum  per  fe  is  fo  flight  in  Operation, 
in  its  ufual  Dofe  (from  three  Grains  to  fix) 
as  to  be  almoft  infenfible,  and  hardly  trou- 
blefome,  either  in  the  firft  PafFages,  or 
when  convey’d  into  the  Blood  (which  it 
readily  is,  the  Mercury,  being  at  this  time 
and  in  this  Form,  render’d  of  a  falirae  Na¬ 


ture,  and  foluble  in  the  Fluids  of  the  Body) 
whereupon  all  the  Glands  of  the  Body 
are  as  it  were  fet  to  work,  and  fcour’d  of 
their  Contents :  So  that  the  Venereal  Salts, 
or  any  other  offending  Particles  will  be 
caft  off;  fome  of  them  by  infenfible  Per- 
fpiration  at  the  Skin,  others  by  the  Kid¬ 


neys, 
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neys,  others  - by  the  many  falival  Glands, 
others  by  the  Glands  of  the  Inteftines,  and’ 
indeed  by  all  the  excretory  Glands  of  the 
Body. 

This  is  not  all,  for  by  its  alterative  Pro¬ 
perty  it  deftroys  the  Acrimony  of  the  Hu¬ 
mours,  and  is  not  only  fafe,  but  in  many 
Cafes,  a  grand  Specifick  :  the  A&ion  of 
its  ialine  Spicula  will  only  vellicate  and 
twitch  the  fenfible  Membranes  of  the  Sto¬ 
mach  and  Inteftines  j  not  as  much,  or  not 
to  that  Degree,  as  to  excite  them,  to  an 
Excretion  of  their  Contents,  and  at  the 
fame  time  perform  Wonders  in  the  Body. 

But  I  wou’d  not  be  underftood,  but 
that  it  will  prove  Emetick  and  Cathartick, 
and  even  raife  a  Salivation,  if  it  be  given  in 
large  Dofes,  or  fmall  ones  without  due 
Intervals.  And  in  order  to  prepare  it  for 
a  larger  Dofe,  and  to  prevent  its  operat¬ 
ing  civ  os  xj  or  folicit  its  Difcharge 

before  it  enters  the  Lafleals,  it  will  be  re- 
quilite  (Trituration  or  Levigation  being 
firft  premifed)  to  mix  with  it  a  very  fmall 
Portion  of  crude  Opium ,  or  the  like,  to 
leffen  the  Stimulus  (by  caufing  an  agree¬ 
able  Senfation  on  the  Stomach  and  Intef¬ 
tines)  and  to  promote  the  Secretion  by 
infenfible  Perfpiration,  according  to  the 
Saying  of  Phyiicians;  Opium  omnes  evu- 
cuationesfupprimit  prater  Diaphorejin, 


And 
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And  likewife  a  very  fmall  Portion  of 
Camphire  (which  is  alfb  faid  to  encou¬ 
rage  a  plentiful  Perfpiration)  to  blunt  the 
Irritations  of  the  Salts,  and  fheath  their 
Afperities,  and  by  its  exquifue  Subtility  to 
accompany  or  to  follow  them  into  the 
moft  minute  Canals,  that  lead  to  the  ex¬ 
cretory  Duds.  Becaufe  it  will  not  be 
thrown  off  by  the  greater  Conduits  of 
Evacuation,  nor  merely  circulate  thro’  the 
greater  Blood-Veffels  (which  is  very  often 
the  Cafe  when  Mercury  is  taken  inter¬ 
nally)  but  gently  and  gradually  infinuate 
it  felf  into  the  fmalleft  Capillary  ones. 

Being  compounded  with  thefe  Addit- 
taments,  which  promote  the  infenlible 
Difcharge,  it  may  become  a  powerful 
Medicine  ( equal  to  Dr.  Mifaubins  Pilula , 
or  any  other  hitherto  publifh’d)  to  carry 
off  the  Remains  of  a  Lues  Z7’ enerea ;  for 
all  experienc’d  Phyficians  know  of  how 
little  Service  (fometimes)  Mercurial  Sali¬ 
vations,  and  the  Ufe  of  Mercurial  Prepa¬ 
rations,  in  curing  the  Venereal  Difeafe  is, 
without  the  Ufe  of  drying  Decoifions  and 
that  of  warm  Bathing,  to  difcharge  all  the 
malignant  Humour  out  of  the  Body ;  par¬ 
ticularly  by  the  Glands  of  the  Skin;  which 
are  the  heft  and  univerfal  Out-lets  of  the 
Body. 

To  which  may  be  added  that  Property 
of  crude  Mercury,  which  (this  Preparati-. 

on 
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on  ftill  retains,  and)  is  in  no  way  to  be 
forgotten ;  its  uniting  with  and  deftroying 
of  Acids.  And  that  the  infedting  Matter 
(in  the  Lues-,)  is  an  Acid,  appears  by  fome 
*  Experiments  that  have  been  purpofely 
made,  and  it  is  thought  to  be  fufficiently 
demonftrated  from  the  Nature  of  the 
grand  Specifick  Mercury,  whofe  Property 
is  ex  diametro  oppofite  to  the  Effedts  of 
Acids. 

In  Oppofition  to  This,  the  learned  f 
Boerhaave* s  Opinion  is,  “  That  it  proceeds 
4C  from  an  alcaline  Caufe,  and  that  be- 
cc  caufe  it  is  frequently  cured  by  acid  Ve¬ 
getables,  fuch  as  the  Woods  of  Safia- 
H  fras,  Guaiacum,  Box  and  Juniper; 

but  render'd  worfe  by  Alkalies :  So  that 
*c  he  cannot  agree  with  thofe  who  would 
€£  have  the  Specifick  Caufe  of  it  to  be  an 
<c  Acid.” 

But  by  the  fame  Rule,  Ejujdem  Argu* 
menti ,  it  muft  proceed  from  an  acid  Caufe, 
for  there  is  no  Vegetable  (that  we  are  ac¬ 
quainted  with)  thatdeferves  the  Title  Spe¬ 
cifick  in  this  Diftemper  as  well  as  Mer¬ 
cury  which  is  an  Alcali .  For  it  corredts 

fuccefs- 


'  Vide  Dr.  Cockburn  of  the  Nature,  Caufe,  &c.  of 
a  Gonorrhoea.  P.  fo.  Caufaper  chymica  prineipia  de- 
mm fir  and*  Vide  Petr.  Joan,  Fair,  apud  Horfl. 

f  Vide  Boerhaave' s  new  Method  of  Chymiftry, 

3*  f  •  9&-  Tranflated  by  P.  Shaw,  M.  D.  andE. 
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fuccefsfully,  and  moll:  efficacioufly,  and 
fuddcnly  eradicates  all  Taints  proceeding 
from  the  Venereal  Virus . 

Yet  it  feems  reafonable  that  we  fhould 
conclude  with  this  great  Man :  <c  That  the 
“  Specifick  Caufe  is  of  an  alcaline  Nature,” 
and  that  the  Produdtion  of  this  Virus  can 
be  afcrib’d  to  no  other  intelligible  and  na¬ 
tural  Caufe,  than  the  animal  Salts  by  the 
too  violent  Fridtion  and  Attrition  in  the 
Adi  of  Coition ;  and  the  too  frequent  Re¬ 
petition  by  fundry  Agents,  and  the  Heat 
of  the  Fluids  (that  necefiarily  follows  up¬ 
on  Colliliononthe  Impenetrability  of  Mat¬ 
ter)  turning  thofe  Salts  which  were  former¬ 
ly  foft  and  benign  into  fiery,  volatile,  a- 
crid,  corrofive,  cauftic  and  poifonous  Ones, 
fufficient  to  produce  ( Pandorce  Mala ) 
thofe  terrible  Eflfedts  and  Appearances  that 
attend  this  direful  Diftemper.  And  becaufe. 

The  Nature  of  the  Juices  of  animal  Bo¬ 
dies  being  Alkalefcent  or  naturally  verge  to 
an  Alkali  or  Cauftic-Salt,  by  whatever 
will  accelerate  the  Motion  of  the  Blood 
with  too  great  Hurry  and  Violence. 

The  Salts  of  the  Blood,  tho*  Sui  gene - 
ris  neither  Acid  nor  Alkali ,  by  the  Adtion 
and  Re-adtion  of  the  Solids  and  Fluids 
(  which  are  reciprocal  )  may  become 
of  that  cauftic  Nature,  not  unlike  our 
potential  Cautery  Lapis  Infernalis ;  fo 
as  to  render  the  Parts  whereon  they  adt 

into 
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into  art  Efchar,  to  the  Drynefs  of  a  C©alt 
a  common  Effect  of  Burning,  and  to  eat 
away  and  confume  all  the  foft  Parts  of  the 
human  Body ;  and  in  time  corrode  even 
the  Bones  themfelves.  , 

This  Diftemper  was  ahtiently  call’d 
Brenning  or  Burning  *,  and  not  unjuftly 
term’d  fo,  from  the  many  Signals  of  an  bi¬ 
ce  ndium  from  its  Effeds,  to  wit,  Shankers, 
Caries,  &c.  the  conftant  concomitant  Symp¬ 
toms  that  attend  it,  efpec  ally  in  the  laft 
Stages  of  it,  when  the  Solids  and  Fluids 
are  brought  to  a  great  Degree  of  Putrefac¬ 
tion:  But  if  the  Force  and  Adivity  of 
Saline  Concretions  fhould  feetn  infuffici- 
ent  to  produt  e  thofe  iurprizing  and  won¬ 
derful  Effeds  and  Appearances  which  I 
have,  defcrib’d ;  it  may  be  reafonable  to 
imagine  or  fuppofe  that  thefe  animal  Salts 
which  are  united  with  Sulphur,  do  like— 
wife  colled  and  unite  with  Fire,  (the  mod 
adive  energetick  Principle,  whereby  they 
become  more  piercing  and  penetrating}) 
witnefs  that  luminous  Subllance  Phojfho- 
rus  (which  is  the  Refulcof  a  colleded  Fire) 
producible  (moftly)  from  the  Putrified 
Parts  of  Animals. 

And  Fire  being  colleded  by  Attrition, 
which  is  the  primary  or  efficient  Caufe 

of 


*  Vide  Philof.  Tranf.  Abr.  Ey  B.  Matte.  Vol.  2. 
P.  4.  P.  14 S- 


unites,  deftroys  and  is  readily  concern’d 
with  acid  Sulphurous  Particles,  (Fire’s 
proper  Pabulum)  may  here  be  an  altera¬ 
tive  Medicine,  and  even  a  Specifick;  and 
as  fuch  may  juftly  claim  the  Preheminence. 

This  will  be  ftill  more  evident,  by  the 
following  Obiervation.  When  the  igniculi 
of  Phofphorus  are  exhaled  in  lucid  Flames; 
there  remains  nothing  behind  but  an  Acid 
Malagma  like  oil  of  Vitriol  or  Sulphur 
(omne  jal  ex  fe  acidum  eft)  the  Salt  is  re¬ 
turn’d  into  its  homogene  Nature  and  priftine 
Property ;  there  being  but  one  pure  and 
univerfal  Salt,  that  with  regard  to  diffe¬ 
rent  Saline  Concretions  is  as  a  Genus  to 
Species, 

But,  (with  Submiffion  to  the  Deter¬ 
mination  of  the  moffc  worthy  and  learn¬ 
ed  Gentlemen,  to  whom  this  Differtati- 
on  is  inferibed:)  Since  it  appears  that  both 
Acid  and  Alcaline  Medicines  perform  a 
Cure,  the  Effect  mu  ft  irv  Confequence  be 
produc’d  fome  other  way  befides  that  of 
the  alterative  Power  of  thefe  Medicines, 
and  that  by  (the  moft  general  and  effectual 
Method  of  curing  moft  Diftempers,  espe¬ 
cially  in  Plethoric-Habits)  the  Facultas 
expultrix ,  excretive  or  expulfive  Power, 
that  they  are  endu’d  with. 

Notwithftanding  the  Dodrine  of  Acid 
and  Alcali  fo  highly  inculcated,  even  by 

way 
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way  of  Regimen  or  Diet,’  defumed  d 
yuvantibus  &  Nocentibus ,  viz.  An  Acid 
Diftemper  yields  to  Alcalious  Remedies, 
and  a  Lixivial  to  an  Acid :  As  is  implied 
by  that  trite  Theorem  in  Phyfick,  Similia 
fimilibus  confers  ant  urt  et  contraria  con- 
tr ariis  cur antur.  ;  '  || 
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